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ARC•PEACE XIXº GENERAL ASSEMBLY  
Thursday 21st to Sunday 24th April, 2016 
Palma, Mallorca, Balearic Islands, Spain 

Minutes of the Meeting 
 

 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

 
 

 

Previous unavoidable engagements, lack of Treasury funds to finance travel expenses, last 
moment denial of visas to Spain/EU, and fear of terrorist attacks are some of the given 
reasons from absent members. These could explain why fewer members than usual are 
present at Palma and the innovation of online participation at General Assemblies.  
 

However, twelve members participate in the meeting, namely: Ali Elzubair Ahmed (Sudan),  
Ahmed Abdeltam Bedreddin (Sudan), Ahmed Aljowder Shimami (Bahrain), Alejandra 
Cerutti Jacob (Spain), Osman Elkheir (Sudan), Øystein Grønning (Norway), Andrés 
Margenet Cáceres (Spain), Oscar Margenet Nadal (Spain), Kristina Nikolovska 
(Macedonia), Apollinaire Salumu Kitenge (RD Congo), Ben Spencer (USA, online from 
Cambodia) and Jaime Alzérreca Pérez (online from Bolivia). The meeting starts at 11 a.m. 
and follows the official agenda that has been previously sent to all members. 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Election of the Chair and other functionaries of the meeting 
1. Øystein Grønning is elected to Chair the GA. 
2. Ahmed Abdeltam and Kristina Nikolovska are elected as GA Secretaries. 

 

2. Settling the Agenda of the Meeting 
The Agenda is accepted without modifications.  
 

3. Decision on the meeting announcement 
It is decided that the meeting has been correctly announced under the Chart terms. 
 

4. Establishment of membership representation and voting rights 
Organisation and individual members amounts to 12 votes, as follows: Ben Spencer 
(ADPSR) 2 votes; Osman Elkheir (ARC-PEACE Sudan) 2 votes; Alejandra Cerutti 
Jacob (ARCÅPEACE Ibero America) 2 votes; Ahmed Aljowder, Øystein Grønning,  
Andrés Margenet Cáceres,  Oscar Margenet Nadal,  Kristina Nikolovska,  and 
Apollinaire Salumu Kitenge with one vote each. It is unanimously decided that the 
meeting could proceed as General Assembly.  
 

5. Reports from members  
Fifteen reports in total - nine from member organizations and six from member 
individuals - are submitted to the GA.   



2 
 

      5.1. Member Organisations Reports (See Annex I).   

             5.1.1.   Ben Spencer (ADPSR) 
             5.1.2.   Alejandra Cerutti Jacob (ARCÅPEACE Iberoamérica) 
             5.1.3.   Kusum Lata / Ruma Shukla (ARC-PEACE India)  
             5.1.4.   Luz María Marilú Sánchez Hurtado (ARCÅPEACE Peru) 
             5.1.5.   Ahmed Abdeltam (ARC-PEACE Sudan) 
             5.1.6.   Leila Ayoub (ARC-PEACE Tunisia) 
             5.1.7.   Graeme Bristol (CAHR - Canada/Thailand) 
             5.1.8.   Dania González Couret (CUBA Solar, Cuba) 
             5.1.9.   Stewart Parkinson (SGR UK) 
             5.1.10. Héctor Animas (ARQ-Peace Mexico) sent no report   

5.2. Member Individuals Reports (Either in-voce or via email). 

5.2.1. Ahmed Al-Jowder (Bahrain)  

Bahrain is an insular country with a high urban development.  

The intense building development attracts labour force from 
abroad.  

Foreigners represent almost half the total population which 
engages mostly on tourism and banking activities. Oil and gas 
resources are exploited with a national significant production. 

The national gross income allows for intense public work 
programmes. 

From the landscape viewpoint the natural and built environments 
are in sharp contrast which could be defined as: 

a) Coastal fertile land, where high buildings and green areas abound. 
 

b) Arid inner territory, inappropriate to human settlements.  

Thanks to a number of good personal contacts with local colleagues and students 
ARCÅPEACE vision and mission is being known, particularly due to issues on human rights 
and peaceful resolution of conflicts.  

We are holding conversations with Osman Elkheir and the Sudanese colleagues regarding 
an expansion of our contacts on the Arab world. 

One way to attract and consolidate membership is to extend a personal card to every 
member; its use could lead to special benefits. 

Note: Ahmed Al-Jowder presented "Tourism, Insularity, and Sustainability" at the 
International Seminar on Thursday 21st April. 

 5.2.2. Øystein Grønning (Norway)  

I was designated Auditor of the Treasury on April 2015 and am 
ready to cooperate within the Executive Committee if elected into 
that position.   

I have lately made some good contacts among Norwegian 
colleagues who showed a keen interest in ARCÅPEACE. They 
accepted to receive more information from our Secretariat and surely 
they will soon become new members.  

The idea I intend to develop, is to re-create links with academic and 
practicing colleagues from Nordic countries, i.e. Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Faroe Islands, 
Iceland, and Finland. 



3 
 

This is a good opportunity to focus on the new generations and to strengthening our 
organization structure. Seniority should also become a source of a wide variety of 
consultancy services to be offered by the highly qualified members which are part of the 
Board. Meanwhile, there are a great number of possible projects to focus upon, in order to 
promote our organization worldwide.  

It is a question of joining efforts and set to work at wisely defining next Activities Plan and 
its corresponding Budget. For instance, I quite agree with the idea of including younger 
team members at executive levels; and senior members should be encouraged to taken 
upon consultancy projects. 

I like the suggestion to extend a personal card to both current and new members. It could 
also identify ARCÅPEACE genuine members from those who are only sympathizers or non-
paying members who; some could see it as a reason to join in. 

Note: Øystein Grønning could not present his paper "Palestinian refugees expelled from 
their homeland" due to the forced change of date of the International Seminar. 

        5.2.3. Osman Elkheir (Sudan) 

I was trying hard to bring to the GA a larger number of Sudanese 
members with me. However, and in spite of all efforts made locally 
and with support from the Secretariat, several very enthusiastic 
colleagues failed to obtain their visas.  

This is quite sad a situation, because the excuses given by the 
Spanish authorities were not sustained on true facts. We must 
prevent repetition of similar situations by starting much earlier with 
applications for visa, and also by submitting stronger evidence to 
support favourable resolutions. 

Now, I think we must work hard to expand the number of young members from the Latin 
and Arab worlds and to make of ARCÅPEACE a great umbrella; strong networking will 
surely make more visible our activities worldwide. 

We, at Sudan, are concerned about communications. We suffer from a poor Internet 
service and sometimes we even lack electricity for long periods, which produce 
unimaginable difficulties. I agree with the need for producing consultancy services. We 
need to develop a series of practical programmes all over; even through partnerships. 
Research and creativity are necessary if we are to step into local problems with practical 
solutions.   

Note: Osman Elkheir presented "Omdurman: the cultural corridor" at the International 
Seminar. 

5.2.4. Andrés Margenet Cáceres (Spain).  

My activities in support of ARCÅPEACE International include 
maintaining private equipment used at the Secretariat, some of 
which are beyond repair. Fortunately I managed to save memories 
and Data Base laboriously built over the years.  
 
I wish to thank the donation received to buy important PC spares to 
repair the three private PC units in use. We also use two small home 
printers. Other aspects of my cooperation is updating the web page 
and creating innovative tools for fund raising purposes. 
 
I think it is about time we have an appropriate working place and all necessary equipment 
for giving a more professional service from ARCÅPEACE Headquarters. 
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I would like to give details on five out of a larger number of personal contributions from 
2014 to date (see ANNEX II): 
 

ARC•PEACE Brochures 
 

Responding to the Fundraising Committee appeal I designed eight institutional 
 Triptychs for each organization member; one example is attached (Peru Chapter). 
 

Posters for ARCADIA III  
They were presented by Marilú Sánchez Hurtado and Oscar Margenet Nadal, at the 
Polytechnic University of Madrid, Spain, in November 2014. 
 

Flyer for ARC•PEACE presentation 
 

Two hundred samples were printed in Palma and distributed among students, 
academicians and young professionals at the Polytechnic University of Madrid, in 
November 2014.  
They were used by the Vice Secretary to run a survey later published on NL, March 2015. 
Link: http://arcpeace.org/en/newsletters (click on Newsletter No. 44 and go to Page 5).  
 

Poster Exhibition 
 

Eleven posters designed for the GA 2016 for the exhibition at Flassaders Center. The 
larger poster is in Spanish and shows ARCÅPEACE presence in the world. The others 
depict the ten organization members, at the time. These posters are meant to encourage 
promotion of ARCÅPEACE vision and mission, to attract both new members and prospect 
sponsors. 
 

17 Sustainable Development Goals Platform 
 

This platform is created for ARCÅPEACE promotional activities until 2030, on the basis of 
UN 17SGR programme as announced in NL, December 2015.  
Link: http://arcpeace.org/en/newsletters (click on Newsletter No. 47 and go to Page 8). 
 

I have registered the page as www.17ods.org  to facilitate interaction of any interested 
individuals. 
 

 Languages are Spanish and English and there is a Google translator. I warmheartedly 
encourage all GA members to use this page for attracting contributors and sponsors. 
Anyone is welcome to send writings on any of the seventeen subjects. 
 
Note: Andy Margenet Cáceres projection of ñXVIIODS an active platform for the next 15 
years" couldnôt be done due to the forced change of date of the International Seminar. 
     

 5.2.5. Kristina Nikolovska (Macedonia). 
 

I live and study in Naples, Italy. Though I have little time left Iôm 
keen at contributing as much as I can. I intend to dedicate more 
time once I finish my post grade course. 

 

Iôm most grateful for the effort made to help paying my travel 
expenses.  

 

I particularly see a kind of disassociation between individual 
approaches and organization programmes. Perhaps, some local 
activities which are easy to plan and implement on low cost basis 
could act as good promotional events. 

 

I also believe we need to design and hold capacity building courses to attract more young 
members. I am ready to cooperate on these lines, whenever possible. 

 

http://arcpeace.org/en/newsletters
http://arcpeace.org/en/newsletters
http://www.17ods.org/
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Note from Secretariat: Kristina took an important part coordinating the floor participation 
during the International Seminar and the Round Table.  
 

Kristina also collaborated with the organisation team at the Registration desk, at the coffee 
breaks and at the excursion to Raixa (picture below).  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 5.2.6. Paul Broches (USA) 
  (A selection of mails from our UN Representative who sent his regrets for missing the GA 
at Palma; use of boldface text is Secretariat emphasis). 

 

   ñThank you for your email regarding my not being able to be 
present for the GA in Mallorca. If you can arrange for skype access 
to some of the key meetings, that will be brilliant.  The only logistical 
issue will be the six hour time difference. I will be able to manage 
that. I look forward to joining in and will miss the direct contact with 
all of you.   
 

My UN report is basically that the work we are interested in is all 
happening in preparations for the Habitat III conference in Quito in 
October. The habitat website has great overage on reports and 
submissions to be taken up there.  
 

Luz Sanchez is on one of the prep teams and will be able to speak about her work at 
various that she participated in.  
 

As I mentioned in a previous email, I believe that we could make a valuable 
contribution by assembling reports from the field on informal urban settlements in 
countries represented in ARC• PEACE. A position paper on the pros and cons of 
informal/organic settlements versus planned replacement housing in new 
construction would be very worthwhile. 
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Regarding Habitat III, I was not able to meet directly with Ana Moreno, Coordinator of the 
Habitat III Secretariat, on the appointed day as she was in the midst of meetings with 
African representatives leading up to a preparatory conference in Abuja recently held.  
I did meet with two of her staff which was very informative. I passed along the invitation 
letter from you to Joan Clos; however, I was advised to send it in more formal fashion 
which I will do tomorrow. I will copy you on that transmission. That man is never in one 
place very long! 

 

I also attended a forum regarding concerns of the African delegations to Habitat III, which 
raised a pivotal issue which I hope will have significant traction during the Habitat 
proceedings.    
 

The African nations presented two starkly different attitudes toward ad hoc urban 
settlements -- now commonly referred to as ñinformalò settlements -- in the context of 
poverty eradication, social justice, and basic human dignity.  A delegate from Kenya 
proclaimed that we should call them what they are: ñslumsò. He declared wiping out the 
slums was a necessary step toward wiping out poverty.  
 

The delegate from South Africa took the opposite position that the informal settlements 
are by now an important part of their urban social infrastructure and what is lacking 
is an underlying technical infrastructure.  
 

This is not a new controversy, of course, but it was important to hear it voiced so clearly ð 
and openly. This was a great set up for a critical conversation, which, unfortunately, did not 
happen. This is so often the case with meetings at the UN where anything that smells 
political is often tabled.   
 

I think we at ARC PEACE could fruitfully provide our views about the dialectics of informal 
urban settlements in the form a position statement (or multiple commentaries) to the 
Habitat III proceedings.  
 

There is a procedure to submit papers for inclusion in the records of the proceedings. This 
is basically the only way for Civil Society (NGOôs fit in here) to contribute to the final 
outcome.   
 

I suggest that we, as a group, prepare such a statement (or multiple commentaries) 
and recommend that this be taken up at the GA.  

 

For starters, it would be interesting to know whether any of our members have addressed 
the issue of informal urban settlements in their work and have already documented their 
positions/concerns/convictions in papers and case studies. In the meantime, I will discuss 
with the H3 coordinators how to submit such a document and timing. In this regard, Marilú 
can be very helpful in her official capacity as an Expert in one of the policy making groups. 
It would be great if Marilú will share some of the issues her group is focused upon.  
 

 

         5.2.7. Jaime Alzérreca Pérez (Bolivia)  
 
I was invited to participate in the September 2015 meeting at 
Palma and had the pleasure to contribute with designing several 
products used at the official presentations.  
 

I also participated in a number of online meetings organised by 
the Secretariat over the last couple of years. This way I managed 
to meet a good number of colleagues from different countries. 
 

As one of co-founders of ARCÅPEACE Iberoam®rica I met Andy 
and together we developed several ideas to promote the new 
group. These are applied at the Facebook page.  
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When preparing the GA2016 I was invited to participate but couldnôt manage to reconcile 
my tutorial agenda. I took part in the Programme and I did connect from Bolivia to take part 
of the GA. 
 

My contribution includes the production of a Cuaderno (Notebook) based on the seventeen 
UN Sustainable Development Goals. I teach and research at the Universidad Mayor San 
Simón (UMSS); they are willing to sponsor this initiative by printing 500 samples. If that 
becomes true I will donate 50 samples for fundraising purposes (Cover on Annex). 
 

I also produced seventeen posters for the GA Exhibition, one for each of the 17 SDG. I give 
my authorization to use copies to help fundraising for ARCÅPEACE (Annex). 
 

We are expecting the approval of a framework agreement between UMSS and 
ARCÅPEACE in order to propose a series of punctual projects. One of them is to develop a 
series of designs on bamboo, to provide solutions at disaster areas.  
 

This could also be a way to conform an institutional work team of specialists from other 
countries. 
 

Those wishing to know more about my work are invited to enter at: 
 

https://docs.google.com/uc?id=0Bx7o8VZ3OMDAWW5oQ01NeWN6dGM&export=download 

 
Note: Jaime Alzérreca presented online his paper "Contrasts of appropriation of public 
space in the city of Cochabamba" at the International Seminar. 
 
 
 

6. Report from the Executive Committee / Co-Chair / Secretary / Vice Secretary 
Oscar Margenet Nadal was the only present member of the Executive Committee. As 
ARCÅPEACE acting Secretary he informed that regrets were received from  Co-Chairs Luz 
María Sánchez Hurtado and Bijay Misra, that Leila Ayoub did not reply mails lately and that 
Dick Urban Vestbro continues recovering in hospital.  
 

6.1. Report on the Secretariat by Vice-Secretary Oscar Margenet Nadal 
       (Also temporarily in charge of the Secretariat) 
 

Introduction 

Present report was written at quite difficult times for 
ARCÅPEACE. We have faced troubles along the 29 years of 
our institutional existence, but present times are more 
challenging than ever before.  

We must decide whether or not this is the right hour to become 
a strong association. If we are unanimously for the affirmative, 
the next step is to seriously analyze what tasks are to be 
assumed by each one of us.  

The work ahead is not meant for illuminated individuals 
but for a committed work team.  

While my responsibility is to help everyone grasp the nature of our current situation, my 
intention is to supply the appropriate background before making decisions. 

To start with, letôs agree that 2014 will be sadly remembered as the year when dear 
Secretary and friend Dick Urban Vestbro faced a severe stroke and commenced his 
long time rehabilitation. It was also marked by the deterioration of Sven Thibergôs 
health which he undertook with exemplar courage until parting from us on March 18, 
2015.  

https://docs.google.com/uc?id=0Bx7o8VZ3OMDAWW5oQ01NeWN6dGM&export=download
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Remarkably, and in spite of many setbacks, both Swedish colleagues succeeded by 
editing the Book Architecture & Planning under different Political Systems, by 
December 2014. ARCÅPEACE NL#48 recently paid tribute to our mentor after the 
special issue published on April 2015. 

Neither our admiration for these two brave men’s personal virtues nor our 
gratitude for their generous commitment measure up as the homage they well-
deserve. Furthermore, I take the liberty of identifying myself with their aims at 
submitting this Report to the General Assembly.  

Revising Secretariat documents I found Dickôs Activity Plan 2012-2014 adopted by the 
General Assembly at Copenhagen 2012, drafted as a discussion paper. The 
importance of this document is the number of questions thereon raised by the author. 
They are questions based on experience and focusing on the future of our institution. 
(See Annex III.1.). 

Inspired by the above relevant document, I have organized my report on three well 
defined periods and with a twofold aim:  

a) Giving a responsible account of my duties; and  

b) Inviting this GA to work together to find some if not all the answers to the 
questions raised four years ago.  

I stand before this Assembly to account for my temporary responsibilities while in 
charge of both Secretariat and Treasury. I voluntarily assumed them due to already 
given reasons and with support from the Board.  

I was proposed to take upon these duties after holding several urgent board meetings 
(UEA) via Internet over the last few months of 2014.  

The three periods structuring present lengthy report are: 

I. From GA2014 at Vienna, to August 2014. 
 

II. From August 2014 to April 2015. 
 

III. From May 2015 to GA2016 at Palma. 
 

I. From GA2014 at Vienna, to August 2014. 
 

I. I. The quest for Annual Subscription 
 

I was elected in absence by the GA at Vienna as ARCÅPEACE Vice Secretary. The 
initial object of this new position was alleviating the Secretaryôs burden.  

Having to remind payment of annual subs was my first assignment. An Excel Program 
of the time included 139 names which represented a mix of current members, members 
in arrears, individuals interested in joining ARCÅPEACE, and former members.  

By doing the time consuming task of writing one by one all members I had the chance 
to grasp an accurate picture of our organization real state.  

Three reminders were sent during this period. Only 1 out of 5 individuals responded. Its 
negative effect on the biennial approved budget needs no great imagination.  

This situation was accurately described by our Secretary through the series of 
questions posed on his quoted document. Let me use some of them to explain this 
item: 

I.1. Is it important to demand prompt payment of membership fees? How can payment 
of fees become more effective?   
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There are some surprising facts which demand serious reflexion, i.e. not all our 
members know how to transfer money from one country to another. Though all 
have access to simple instructions some do not fulfill the transfer voucher the right way 
(forgetting bank address or other omissions). Some ask the Secretariat for instructions 
about PayPal service instead of entering their official webpage to follow explicit 
instructions in their own language. While some members use PayPal there are others 
from the same country stating they have problems to effectively use it. 

I have spent hours analyzing these situations which not only generate surprise and 
concern but are time consuming. In the end, subs payment is usually done on high 
bank commissions, when not delayed or definitely cancelled. 

On the other hand, everyone wants value for money. 

If any given organization or individual member doesnôt pay the annual subs at the 
beginning of the year and doesnôt respond to the reminders it is either because there is 
zero interest in contributing or the international organization is not considered an 
attractive value; or a combination of both. 

When inviting anyone to become a member I received this answer more than once: 
what benefit will I get in return?  

The fact of the matter is that our membership has constantly declined over the years. 
Year 2014 records 25 out of 65 members as not paying the annual subs.  

Year 2015 records 28 members out of 40 as not paying.  

Year 2016 records - at this moment - 8 members as having paid out of a nominal 40. 

What should we do to reverse this negative trend? 

We should first bring out what is wrong with us before aiming at sustainable growth. 

After a couple of weeksô work as Vice Secretary I realized that Dick conducted our 
organization as a one-man orchestra. There was no task he wouldnôt be involved with. 
Even though he created a Table of Activities (See Annex III.2.) open to the whole 
membership for collaboration, he received little help in return. Lack of funds was 
compensated by Dick appeals for private and public donations. 

From this point a further question follows:  

I.2. On what grounds shall members be deregistered?  

Our Charter is precise on this aspect: 

 óApplicants acquire membership after being accepted by the Board and paying the 
specified fees. Discontinuation of membership can be voluntary by the member or 
when the member violates the ARC-PEACE charter as determined by the Board or 
when the member defaults on payment of fees.ô (Article III: Membership). 

There is at least one inactive organization member. This case requires special 
consideration since is a new chapter presented at Vienna 2014. Its representative, 
Héctor Animas, was invited to Vienna with travel cost paid by our Treasury. There, he 
delivered a speech before the GA announcing the foundation of Arq - Peace Mexico.  

However, Héctor kept in silence over the years. In spite of the many mails sent to the 
organization he responded only twice and made promises never accomplished 
afterwards. ARQ PEACE México is in arrears on Subs 2015-2016 and never sent 
reports on their activities as an organization member.  

The poster on the Mexican chapter mounted at the Exhibition was produced by Andy 
on information downloaded from Google.  
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It is most improbable that new members could be recruited if the majority of the 
registered members do not comply with the Charter or do not cooperate. Should 
the Charter be applied right now, we would be an international organization with a little 
more than twenty five current members! 

However, some of these members were unable to join us at this GA on lack of funds. 
Nonetheless, there are some very cooperative members who work hard for 
ARCǒPEACEôs sake. They receive a subs waver; their contribution is accepted as 
money.  

Therefore, the fact is that the declining trend among paying members is balanced with 
a small number of volunteers who want to cooperate as long as they donôt have to pay 
the annual subs.  

Next question is this:  

I.3. Should the use of fee waivers be more frequent for members with limited 
resources? 

Our tradition nurtures from the Swedish emphasis on volunteer participation.  
We are a bunch of colleagues who have chosen to work with people, rather than for 
wealthy clients. Some of us live with enough to have time to share with the needy. 
ARCÅPEACE has always tried to be of help by funding travel expenses and supporting 
participation in events like this GA to a good number of colleagues, me included.  

Of course, among our partners we also have the privilege of counting successful 
private practice professionals. ARC•PEACE can help the first thanks to the 
generous donations of the latter.  

Furthermore, we currently face up two simultaneous problems:  

Firstly, when the approved budget is not complied we cannot help those who 
work moved by the spirit that brings us together. 

Secondly, every time the annual subscription goes down creating financial difficulties 
we are forced to call on our few generous donors. 

As a result, volunteers get discouraged due to lack of support and donors get 
tired from being approached for money destined to patch budget holes and not 
to projects development. 

 

I. II. Fundraising poor performance 

To help financing our institution the Fundraising Committee (FC) was constituted at the 
GA2012 and coordinated by this Vice Secretary. It was re elected with the addition of a 
new member at the GA 2014. The publication of the Handbook on fundraising had only 
a little impact on our finances (though it was visited 1162 times on the website, to date). 
Repeated criticisms focused on the performance of the FC were made from respected 
members. Evidently, they sincerely believed the FC was the only responsible for 
procuring funds for the treasury.  

This assumption leads us to query from the absurd: 

Why would the FC produce, edit and circulate a Handbook made only for themselves?  

Why should anyone visit/download a document meant for their authors' use? 

Instead, this is the question we all should answer:  

Is it normal that members of our organization are passively waiting to receive 
benefits from activities to which they have not contributed with? 

The Fundraising Committee held an online meeting on July 2015 (See ANNEX III. 6.) 
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I. III. The organization of GA 2016 

Coordination of the venue proposals for GA2016A was another task assigned to this 
Vice Secretary. Three cities: Delhi (India), Tunis (Tunisia) and Palma (Mallorca, Spain) 
had been accepted by the GA 2014 as alternative venues. One of the three had to be 
selected and this decision be presented to the Board by 31 October 2014.  

The selection was based on a series of conditions to be complied according to a 
special planner produced by Dick and circulated among the candidates. Talks with 
ASFInt would follow to agree on the date if they wished to make a joint event, like 
previous years. 

Tunisia emerged as the venue with more research and proposals, although Leila Ayoub 
had noticed the fact that she was also organizing the Tunisian chapter, what allowed 
her little time to work immediately after October 2014.  

Finally, hers was the proposal selected as a first choice, second was India and Spain 
was left only as the emergency venue.  

However, since our Secretary had not received confirmation from ASFInt in spite of 
many requests, Dick suggested stopping the selection.  

Subsequently, India withdrew its proposal and so did Spain; I duly informed the Board 
about the failure to comply with what had been approved and ordered, and stepped out 
after briefing on my work. This story continues in stage III. 

 

II. From August 2014 to April 2015. 

II. 1. 2014-2016 Activities Plan 

If we want to successfully comply with both our vision and mission what we need is 
building strong financial structures to support our institutional activities. This is our 
practical challenge now. But we did not understand the importance of our future 
task until Dick left the Secretariat. 

Our work has been possible thanks to what was previously done by Swedish and few 
other colleague members. The Activity Plan 2014-2016 drafted by our Secretary briefs 
a great number of tasks and democratically appeals the whole membership 
participation. Looking at the Activity Plan already quoted we may affirm that the 
response was quite positive at the time.  

Let’s face it, it is neither acceptable nor fair that the institutional work bulk 
should lie on just one person and when that person no longer leads most of the 
promised cooperation should vanish in thin air.  

So, Board members were called of urgency to hold online meetings to discuss the way 
to replace the vacancy left all of a sudden by our experienced Secretary. They were 
asked to cooperate with the Secretariat and Treasury to start team working, aiming at 
creating a domino effect on the remaining membership. These meetings were named 
Urgent Emergency Meeting (UEA). Not all Board members participated due to time 
schedule, technical aspects and other reasons. (See Annex III.4.) 

The teamwork idea caught up among UEA participants and also in my family. Not only 
my son Andy and my daughter Ivana supported my full time dedication but so did my 
wife Alejandra and our two children Joan and Michel. All of them participated through 
many practical ways from sharing their laptops and PCs, to investing from their money 
to pay basic services and stationary.  
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Knowing of our hard work from home, a number of volunteers joined us along these 23 
month work. All of us work with just one goal in mind: keeping ARCÅPEACE alive - at 
least- until GA2016. 

II. 2. Promoting ARCÅPEACE  

The Secretariat exchanged mails on this subject with practically all membership. The 
activities designed for ARCÅPEACEôs promotion by different national groups are 
particularly described by their Board representatives. Following are some of the 
activities initiated from the Secretariat. 

II.2.1. Participating at ARCADIA III (Madrid) 

Invited by the organizers at the beginning of 2014, I accepted to submit a paper as an 
individual professional. However, as things developed, I decided that it would be a 
good opportunity to promote our institutional activities at a Spanish speaking 
convention on Architecture & Cooperation that was programmed with UNESCOôs 
sponsorship.  

Marilú Sánchez Hurtado was keen at participating too. In the end, we both sent papers 
and tanks to them our organization is part of the briefing printed soon after those days. 

 The posters designed by Andy were exhibited during the two day event at the Madrid 
Polytechnic University. (See Annex II. 5.2.4. Andrés Margenet Cáceres) 

The opportunity was also profited to run a Survey in order to know the level of 
knowledge about ARCÅPEACE in Spain and other Spanish speaking countries. The 
result of this exercise was published in NL#44 (March, 2015) with the professional help 
of Manuel Moreno and Ivana Margenet Cáceres. (See Annex III.3.). 

 

II.2.2.Through the Book on Architecture & Planning under Different Political Systems 
 

This activity commenced on Sunday, 28TH September 2014. The first Urgent 
Emergency Assembly was convened at that day with an Agenda where this issue was 
included. Present at the meeting were Leila Ayoub, Graeme Bristol, Paul Broches, 
Øystein Grønning, Oscar Margenet Nadal, Predrag Milosevic, Bijay Misra and Ben 
Spencer.  
 

a) Quoting from the Minutes of UEA I: 
 

“ARC•PEACE Book  
Bijay and Oscar inform that Sven had access to the Bookôs paper files and he intends 
to publish the Book by November after getting the papers language checked by expert 
Madi Gray, madigray@glolink.co.za.  
Bijay also informed that Sven has paid 20 thousand SEK (Swedish crowns) to Madi 
Gray out of his own pocket.  
Oscar reminded all of the 10 thousand SEK received as a donation from the Swedish 
Architects Association. All agreed that transparency is a condition to be preserved and 
encouraged.  
Paul said that we should know the work process and expected final quality.  
Bijay asked Paul to approach Sven on this matter; also encouraged all to get together 
and see how we can refund Sven.  
Oscar mentioned the Fundraising Committee as a way to ask for contributions for 
reaching the goal.  
All decisions were unanimously approved.” 
 

A second UEA was held on Sunday 2nd November 2014. Present that day were: 
Graeme Bristol (GB), Oscar Margenet Nadal (OMN), Predrag Milosevic (PM), Bijay 
Misra (BM), Luz María Sánchez Hurtado (LMSH) and Ben Spencer (BS). 
 

mailto:madigray@glolink.co.za
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b) Quoting from the Minutes of UEA II: 
 

“3. ARC•PEACE Book. Two mails from Sven were mentioned by OMN transmitting his 
regrets for not being able to participate at UEA II and announcing that the promised 
donations are not received as yet, that in order to print the Book funds have to be 
raised, and that he is confident of having it edited by the end of November.   
4. Book's contribution voucher. A mail from Paul Broches was quoted in which he 
apologizes for not being able to participate of the meeting, and also promising to 
collaborate with whatever was to be decided on this item. OMN informed that no 
comments were received (neither pros nor cons) on the voucherôs final draft design as 
produced by Andy Margenet by request of the ARCÅPEACE Fundraising Committee. 
As none of the Board members replied suggesting any changes it was unanimously 
approved that the Voucher should be uploaded in the website. It was also approved 
that all monies coming this via should be credited in the new parallel account and 
timely transferred to Sven Thiberg for his action.ò 
 

c) Quoting from the Minutes of UEA IV: 
 

“5. Book on Planning. OMN reported about Sven and Alice Thiberg making a great 
effort to complete the edition of the Book. They even visited Dick ïthe officially 
responsible Editor- in order to do everything as planned, under the circumstances. 
However, just a week before Christmas we realized that the version sent by Migra (the 
printers) had a few problems; the main one being the poor picture definition.  
 

After a long series of mail exchange with Sigrid Sillén an original Word version was 
made available. Andy and I had to work hard many days before completing a 120 
pages layout which could best possibly honor the efforts invested by so many 
contributors to the Book. Fortunately, and with the valuable assessment and 
cooperation from Henry Cardona the Book was made available in our website on 
December 22nd 2014.  
 

Just before this meeting 159 people visited the Book, in less than one month from its 
publication. Donations are being asked via Voucher published on the website (thanks 
to HC and Andy Margenet) and also in Facebook thanks to BS. This action is taken in 
full accountability to the Executive Committee members. Letters have been sent to @ll 
Board members to contribute using PayPal account managed by OMN.  
BS suggested changing the personal e-mail, and registering in PayPal the new one 
with the óarcpeaceô name on it. OMN will consult about this with PayPal.ò 
 

I revised the original version and found several errors which were duly amended. With 
Andyôs help we produced the layout for printing hard copies. Three budgets were 
obtained from different international printers in Spanish. The cost of units diminishes 
when more copies are ordered; so we could managed to print 50 copies at the time.  
 

However, the problem to solve was posting the copies to buyers at a low cost. Another 
unsolved question was that we had received orders for just 15 samples; how would we 
get sold the other 35 units?  
 

The answer was to wait until we had an event with an expected audience that justified 
the investment. 
 

II.2.4. Throughout Newsletters 
NL 42 ï September 2014; NL 43 ï December 2014; NL Special Issue ï April 2015.  

 

II.2.5. Throughout the website 
 

http://www.arcpeace.org 
 

II.2.6. Throughout Facebook page 
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II.3. Visiting Dick at Stockholm 
 

From the Minutes of Meeting at Stockholm on Monday 27th April 2015 (See Annex III. 
5.) I quote: 
 

“I must start my introduction sharing with you a posthumous mail Sven sent to eight 

people two weeks before leaving this world. I was one of them, but I only opened my 

ARCǒPEACE new email account three days ago at Henryôs place in Stockholm. I failed 

to proceed as decided a couple of months back: to start using the new account. Had I 

done so, I could have answered Sven farewell before his death. But I didnôt and now I 

write this in tears. I cannot forgive myself for failing to say good bye to a great good 

friend. Please, allow me to share Sven words: 

óDear friends,  
My cancer will soon end my life. I spend my last time together with my  
family. But I want to say goodbye to you and thank you for many years of  
intense work together in ARC PEACE. We tried a lot and succeeded at  
least to keep the idea of architecture respecting human rights alive.  
Go further in the same spirit.  
Yours Svenô 
 

Our new email account has been successfully created in 2014. It officially carries the 
name óarcpeaceô. Henry took the job of doing this great service. The first to use it was 
Sven. The only one who informed to have opened it is Ben. We all must commit to do 
the same today, after this meeting if possible. 
 
Before getting into this meeting main issue Iôd like to thank all Board Members who 
actively participated of our former UEA Meetings. We started them due to Dickôs 
unfortunate illness back in September 2014. Some of you who recently pointed at the 
name UEA (Urgent Emergency Assembly) as any longer necessary after seven 
months. I think they are right. So I propose you to refer to them just Online Board 
Meetings (OBM) from now on.   
 

My personal conviction is that weôre entering a new phase in ARCǒPEACE history; one 
that demands a stronger institutional presence in the world scenario. Fortunately, Iôm 
not the only one to acknowledge that we are what we are thanks to the brave Swedish 
gang which laid down a solid institutional foundation since 1987. Weôre standing on 
their solid ground and weôre supposed to continue building a sustainable and greater 
organization.  
Dickôs illness and Svenôs death are a challenge that deserves a deeper commitment 
from us with ARCǒPEACE.  
 

Dick accepted with gladness our proposal for designating him Honorary Member for 
Life. So did Örjan Svane who accepted same designation last Monday. But our best 
homage shall be to go further in their same spirit. That shall be our great privilege and 
the best homage to Sven, Dick, Örjan and all our dear Swedish fellows.ò 

 

III. From May 2015 to GA2016 at Palma. 
 

Introduction. The Secretariat work was previously done at Bunyola (15kms north of 
Palma); since December 2015 the office is at Palma. All work is achieved from a 
shared domestic office on a low cost pack Internet and telephone service privately 
hired to Movistar by the Vice-Secretary in charge of the Secretariat. My work is done on 
a full time basis, and I count with valuable part time help from two local members: Andy 
and Alejandra. In addition, two members also support my work via Internet: Jaime 
Alzérreca Pérez (Cochabamba, Bolivia) and Manuel Moreno (Valencia, Spain). 
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Equipment in use consists of three computers, one fix telephone and three mobile 
phones. The only charge on present Report is that of one of the mobile phones above 
mentioned. The verifications of one of the mobile phones are collected and submitted 
justifying said percentage, thus simplifying the accountantship. One of the PCs suffered 
destruction beyond repair. The other two also have suffered inconveniences which 
Andy managed to repair to a small cost. I had to circulate an appeal to cover the cost of 
buying the spare part; a donation was received almost immediately, which shall be 
reported in next financial period.  
 

III.1. Reminding Members on Annual Subscription 
 

After several personalized mails sent to all members -current and overdue- the Annual 
subscription was distributed to all concerned.  
 

It is highly frustrating not to receive answers to so many mails. It is well known that the 
recommendation to candidate members is that they should assume the responsibility to 
correspond one or twice monthly, at least. 
 
What is the point of being a member of an organization if I have no time to read and 
respond a few mails? 
 

The outcome of this effort was documented on a mid 2015 report emailed to the 
membership. An extract of it follows below: 
 

Treasury Report on 2015 Annual Fee 
 

I. Members who are current: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III. Members who made a commitment for paying soon: 
 

a) Organizations 
 

1. ARCÅPEACE India (Paid 50% of 2015 Fee) 
2. ARQ-PEACE Mexico  
 
 

ARC-PEACE India sent mails contesting the above statement on their interpretation of 
national group categories and therefore the amount of the annual subs to be paid. After 
their position was clearly fixed on an email exchange with treasurer Kusum Lata the 
Secretariat decided to pass this case over to the GA for a final decision.  
 
III.2. Holding an International Meeting at Palma, Mallorca, Spain 
 

 An international group representing six countries from three continents gathered in 
Palma de Mallorca the first weekend in September 2015. They held several activities 

b) Individuals 
 

1. Kri Brennström 
2. Eva Björklund 
3. Natalia Dulcey 
4. Øystein Grønning 
5. Per Iwansson 
6. Nita Lorimer 
7. Oscar Margenet Nadal 
8. Predrag Milosevic 
9. Geoffrey Payne 
10. Apollinaire Salumu 
11. Goran Vodicka 
12. Dorota Wlodarczyk 

 

II. Members who are waived: 
 

a) Organizations 
 

1. CUBA Solar 
 

b) Individuals 
 

1. Henry Cardona 
2. Andrea Fitrianto 
3. Andrés O. Margenet 
4. Manuel Moreno 
5. Kristina Nikolavska 
6. Guruprasad Rane 
7. Tomasz Rozwadowski 
8. Dick Urban Vestbro 
 

a) Organizations 
 

1. ADPSR 
2. ARCÅPEACE Peru 
3. ARC PEACE Sudan  
4. ARCÅPEACE Tunisia  
5. CAHR  
6. SGR 

 

b) Individuals 
 

1. Peter Makachia 
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planned well in advance. One of them was the formal founding of an ARCÅPEACE new 
chapter: the tenth, actually.  
To function on a regional basis, the new group encourages the creation of national and 
city groups at different countries.  
 

Half way through the GA 2016 the meeting was the result of the survey made in 
Madrid, at ARCADIA III seminar, as already mentioned.  
 

A good number of architectural students and young architects showed interest in 
social responsibility and fostered the creation of a platform.  
 

A Facebook page was designed and started with four bilingual administrators from 
Sweden, mainland and insular Spain, and Germany.  
 

Thousands of invitations were emailed and a bilingual Blog was created to promote the 
event:  
 

citytwopointzero.wordpress.com 
 

 
 

 

The eventôs three objectives were incorporated into the meetingôs letter heading, where 
it reads: Meeting in Mallorca Å to harmonize criteria Å to create collective consciousness 
Å to found an Ibero American international network. From 4 to 6 September 2015.  
 

Osman Elkheir (Board Member, ARCÅPEACE Sudan), Henry Cardona (ASF Int Board 
member and ARCÅPEACE member, Sweden), Luzelena Simonsen (architect, 
Denmark), Jaime Alzérreca Pérez (UMSS University architectural tutor and researcher, 
Bolivia), Ixchel Ayes (architectural student ending her career, Honduras), Susana 
Aparicio Ortiz (Reciclamadrid NGO, Spain) finally showed up at Palma and were 
lodged by the organizers at a rented flat located at walking distance from both meeting 
places. Eight people shared this facility, in all.  
 

Owned by a family of Mallorcan architects, this quite comfortable lodging became a 
good place for work and for meeting friends after official activities. We were 16 people 
getting to know at the place, at one time. 
 

The influential British weekly paper Sunday Times had elected Palma de Mallorca as 
the worldôs best city to live, 2015. The event organizers saw this news as an 
opportunity to program a round table to debate on the criteria, the reasons and the truth 
or the rigor of said statement in the context of City 2.0 International Meeting in 
Mallorca.  
 

The programme included the presentation of papers in 
three modules: The threatened city, The citizen, and 
The future city. The facility used on the first day had the 
equipment for online live conferences (Raphael Sperry, 
ADPSR USA, on the right, dialogues with Oscar). 
 

Ms. Francina Armengol Socías recently elected first 
woman President of the Balearic Islands Autonomic 
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Government, accepted to be the event Patroness. This opened the door to other 
auspices.  
 
The modern auditorium of the Mallorca Archive was 
facilitated.  
  

óLa Misericordiaô Cultural Center was also opened by 
the Council of Mallorca to hold Saturdayôs activities.  
 

This historical huge 
building was used at 
cruel wartimes to 
house many victims 
among which children, women and elderly were 
looked after by nuns.  
 

Now transformed by expert architects into conference 
rooms we used one of them a whole day.  
 
 

The event was extensively covered by NL No. 46 (October 2015, Pages 1, 3, 4, 5 and 7) 

 
III.3. Starting a new chapter in Spanish language ARCÅPEACE Iberoam®rica 
 

On September 5, 2015 the Foundation Chart was signed by present colleagues and by 
those living abroad; in total 16 co-founding members to date. 
 

It was drafted following the vision and mission stated at the international organizationôs 
Charter.  Adjusted to the Spanish-Portuguese culture it had been previously circulated 
for information and comments. 
 

This initiative received the approval of around 90 colleagues from some 14 countries 
after a couple of months. The first decision was to commence a Facebook page, which 
is still functioning to date with a steady number of followers. 
 

 
  
 

III.4. Registering the Secretariat in Spain 
 

On June 2015 I applied for registration of ARCÅPEACE before the Spanish Home 
Office. The application required previous payment of a legal Tax. Because the 
headquarters were still at Stockholm I was officially advised to register the Secretariat 
as a Delegation of an international association.  
 

The original application did not satisfy the National Registry officers who requested 
more documents, i.e. a registered translator endorsement of the Spanish version of the 
Charter, the Minutes of the Assembly approving the opening of a Delegation, the letter 
introducing me as the legal representative, the Swedish registration of ARCÅPEACE 
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and the corresponding The Hague Apostille from both countries. Thanks to Örjan from 
Sweden I could slowly and patiently collect all documents as requested. 
 

After six months I received the much expected Registration Number which reads: 
Grupo 1 / Sección 4 / No. 141 (Madrid 21/12/2015). 
 

Next action was to register the Delegation with the Tax Office at Palma. Fortunately this 
took less time and after a couple of weeks I obtained our Tax registration No. 
G57946840 (05/01/2016). 
 

With the new documents I applied for a Bank account at two cooperative institutions. 
They are controlled by the National banking laws forcing financial institutions to 
become anonymous societies. One of them did not accept our application. We went to 
enquiry about our presentation at the second bank. The lady officer who received us at 
the beginning of the year was not there. The gentleman who received us couldnôt find 
anything on their database so he decided to copy again all documents we had on us!  
 
6.2. Decisions taken after listening to the Secretariat Report 
 

a) Moving Headquarter from Sweden to Spain. 
Oscar was authorized to continue dealing with previous accountant Örjan Svane all that is 
necessary until a legitimate move of ARCÅPEACE headquarters from Sweden to Spain is 
satisfactorily completed.  These actions include closing the account with the Swedish 
Nordea Bank and opening a new one in Spain. Registering the secretariat in Spain has 
been time-consuming and will be completed when a definite office is found to operate from.  
 

Ïystein pointed to Mallorcaôs favourable position, poised between Europe and Africa, with 
historical ties to both sides, and enjoying current strong ties to Latin America. As part of the 
Balearic Islands Mallorca enjoys a certain regional autonomy that strengthens this island as 
a ñneutralò headquarter position.  
 

It needs to be added that the local authorities of the capital city of Palma met us with 
interest, respect and generosity.  
 

In conclusion, settling ARCÅPEACE headquarters at Mallorca was unanimously agreed and 
decided by the GA. 
 

 
7. Financial Report by Vice-Secretary Oscar Margenet Nadal, also temporarily in 

charge of the Treasury. 
 

7.1. Introduction 
I commenced to receive all accountantship documents from Örjan Svane by June-July 
2015.  Though my duties as temporary accountant starts officially at that time, I have been 
acting on this issue ex- officio. Our colleague kept sending bank statements periodically 
from Sweden, even though he had resigned by the end of 2014, because the Nordea Bank 
account continues in use.  
 

Örjan also supported me by explaining the Swedish book keeping system. I wish to thank 
him for having extended his contribution to ARC•PEACE during so many months. 
 

Temporary accountantship  
 

On the other hand, I act as temporary accountant as a decision taken at the Online Board 
Meeting held on December 2014.  
 

The fact that I was already acting in charge of the Secretariat since August 2014, my 
double duty overlapped with formal accountantship at Stockholm, until Örjan resigned in 
order to help unifying that activity, as earlier stated. 
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In other words, I registered all incomes and expenditures from June 2014 until April 2016.  
I have grouped them under broad concepts, i.e. annual subs; donations; book printing; 
presentation at ARCADIA III, Madrid, November 2014; meeting Örjan and Dick at 
Stockholm, April 2015; Meeting at Palma, September 2015; General Administration 
(stationary, mobility, communications, taxes  and sundries). Thus, the questions arising at 
this stage are:  
 

How should we construct a real Budget for year 2017?  
 

On what reliable sources of income should we draft it? 
 

Shouldnôt we hire the services of a fundraising organization/individual to help our finances? 
 

These questions deserve thorough thinking and the right answers. 
 

Meantime both accountantship ¥rjanôs and mine, are now in the Auditorôs hands for 
consideration. 

Left: from left to right Kristina Nikolovska, 
Apollinaire Salumu, Øystein Grønning, 
Ahmed Abdeltam, Oscar Margenet Nadal, 
Andy Margenet Cáceres, Osman Elkheir, 
Ali Elzubair at a GA session break. The 
picture was taken by Alejandra Cerutti 
Jacob; only missing on this picture is 
Ahmed Al-Jowder. 

 
 
 
 

ARC•PEACE Financial Report 
January 2015 – December 2015 

 

                   Important: Balance on January 1st, 2015 still to be worked out 
       

      Incomes 
Membership fees                  1717, 82 
Donations                               422, 56 
Advancements for Book         735, 01 (This amount includes book orders) 

      Others                                    605, 00 (From meeting at Palma, September 2015). 
Total year 2015                   3480, 39                                                                                               

  

Expenses 
Partial balance 2014:                380, 80 
Total year 2015:                     2682, 78 
Total 2014/2015:                     3063, 58                                                                                  

         
       Balance 01/01/2016:            426, 81                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 

      Oscar Margenet Nadal 
              Vice ï Secretary 
Temporary Treasurer/Accountant  

Palma, May 14, 2016 
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INCOMES 
Amounts stated in Euros (ú) 

Incomes registered between January and December 2015 
Important: Balance on January 1st, 2015 is still to be worked out.  

Subs 
235, 85 
48, 00 
23, 21 
50, 00 

109, 39 

 
44, 33 

 
90, 09 

130, 15 
181, 80 
86, 21 
40, 00 
50, 16 
 48, 27 

   

   

  

183, 49  
 

56, 39                   
50, 00 
50, 00 

205, 48 
35, 00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1717, 82 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1456, 84                       

Member 
Paul Broches 
Dorota Wlodarczyk 
Goran Vodicka 
Per Iwansson 
H. Kristina Bennstrom 
Ben Spencer 
Angela Dulcey Garrido 
Paul Broches 
CAHR  
SGR (UK) 
ARC-PEACE India 
Arc Peace Peru 
Jaime Alzérreca Pérez 
Apollinaire Salumu 
Geoffrey Payne 
Geoffrey Payne 
Raphael Sperry 
Paul Broches 
ARC-PEACE Sudan 
Osman Elkheir 
Nita Lorimer 
Predrag Milosevic 
Luzelena Simonsen 
Örjan Svane  
Carolina Martínez S. 
Osman Elkheir 
Ixchel Ayes 
Luzelena Simonsen 
Osman Elkheir 
Jaime Alzérreca Pérez 
Toni Salort Arbona 
Paul Broches 
Øystein Grønning 
Ryochi Shuto 
Eva Björklund 

Gifts 
 
 
 
 
 

106, 04 
 

133, 93 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

183, 49 
 
 
 

422, 56 
 

Book  
235, 85 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

90, 90 
 
 
 

150, 15 
30, 00 

136, 36 
55, 05 
36, 70 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

735, 01 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

507, 75 

Date 
14/04/15 
20/04/15 
23/04/15 
12/05/15 
14/06/15 
17/06/15 
24/06/15 
07/07/15 
09/07/15 
10/07/15 
15/07/15 
16/07/15 
20/07/15 
27/07/15 
30/07/15 
31/07/15 
01/08/15 
05/08/15 
05/08/15 
13/08/15 
14/08/15 
18/08/15 
20/08/15 
03/09/15 
05/08/15 
05/09/15 
05/09/15 
05/09/15 
05/09/15 
05/09/15 

 05/09/15 
 07/11/15 
 
 
 

Totals 
 

Total Incomes:    € 3480, 39 

Others 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

25, 00 
120, 00 
120, 00 
120, 00 
120, 00 
100, 00 

 
 
 
 

605, 00 
 
 
 
 

605, 00 
 

Observations 
1. Current members: Øystein Grønning, Ryochi Shuto, Eva Björklund, have paid 2015 Subs. Their 
payments have to be conciliated with verifications before rendering right amounts. 
2. Members with waiver: CUBA Solar, Tomasz Rozwadowski, Munzer A. Maaly, Kristina 
Nikolovska,  Andy Margenet Cáceres and Manuel Moreno.   

Continues on page 21 

 



21 
 

EXPENSES 
Amounts stated in Euros (ú) 

Expenses Registered from June 2014 
Important: Balance on January 1st, 2015 is still to be worked out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
       

 
 
 
 

Expenses registered from April 2015 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I.   General Administration               
Printer cartridges                   
Printer cartridges                   
Post Office                                
Teleco  
Total  
 

II. ARCADIA III     
Printers  
Railways RENFE   
Railways RENFE 
Total 
 

   Euros 
    10, 95 
    25, 00 
    2, 80  

     223, 01 
    261, 76 

 

 
27, 64 
44, 95 
46, 45 

119, 04 
 

          Verifications 
09/11/2014 Paid by Andy 
17/11/2014 
30/12/2014 
As per attached detail 
 
 
 
05/11/2014 
05/11/2014 
08/11/2014 

I.    Meeting in Sweden 
I.1. Expenses 
Lufthansa   
Jamaica Airport Metro                          
Chapman Lodging 
Pressbyran (meal) 
Vueling Airlines  
Bus Stockholm airport  
Bus Stockholm airport 
Flowers for Alice Thiberg + 
Lodging Oscar at Stockholm 
 
 
 
Total expenses paid by Oscar 
 
Bank Transfer from Örjan to Oscar 
 
Balance paid to Oscar 
 

Total Expenses in Sweden 

Euros 
 

233, 14  
   3, 65 
60, 00 
22,28 

74, 99 
13, 38 
13, 38 

 
103, 75 

 
 
 

524, 57 
 

250, 00 
 

274, 57 
 

      524, 57 
 
 

524, 57  
 

274, 57 

            Verifications 
 
Oscar paid 26/04/2015 
Oscar paid 26/04/2015 
Oscar paid VISA 26/04/2015 
Oscar paid VISA 25/04/2015 
Oscar paid VISA 30/04/2015 
Oscar paid 26/04/2015 
Oscar paid VISA 01/05/2015 
 
Paid to Henry Cardona with 
Bank transfer (02/05/2015)   
Ref: 00222TI64040-51  
 
 
 
Ref: 9890TR76644-22 
(30/04/2015)        
Deducted from Bank account 
 
 
 

 

Partial Expenses year 2014:  380, 80                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                               
 

Continues on page 22 
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II. Mallorca Meeting Sept. 2015 

 

Flat Reservation for Participants 
 
Flight Ticket Susana Aparicio 
 
Mercadona supermarket   
Mercadona supermarket 
Eroski supermarket 
Eroski supermarket  
Flight Ticket Henry Cardona 
 
Flat Balance payment                                                                                                                                      
Printer cartridges   
Printer cartridges 
Stationary 
Stationary  
Certificates for participants 
Mobility 
Total Expenses 
 
 
 

   Euros 
 

103, 75 
 

153, 75 
 

97,72 
7,10 

21,93 
28, 77 

181, 68 
 

300, 00 
37, 90 
36, 85 
20, 00 
10, 40 
6, 00 

79, 20  
  1085, 05 

 
 
 
                                                                           
                                                                           

          Verifications 
 
Bank Ref: 0222000012-65 
(28/08/15) 
Ref: 0309150222000002-32 
(02/09/2015) 
VISA La Caixa 03/09/2015 
VISA La Caixa 03/09/2015 
VISA La Caixa 04/09/2015 
06/09/2015 
Bank Ref: A0222TI080095253 
(10/09/15) 
Paid cash (Contract) 
VISA La Caixa 27/08/2015 
05/09/2015  
06/09/2015 
17/09/2015  
 28/09/2015 
 03 ï 08/09/2015 
 
 
 
 
 III. General Administration 2015             

 
Teleco 
Public bus Bunyola ï Palma return 
Printer cartridges 
Post Office 
ARCÅPEACE registration tax 
Official translation Mallorca 
Apostille for Charter in Sweden 
Banking % on money transfers 
Annual Bank % (1/4 of total) 
Total Expenses  
 

 
 

   Euros 
    

 446, 02 
128, 05 
25, 00 
11, 69 
38, 37 
38, 95 
88, 75 
20, 59 
12, 00 

809, 42 
    
     
 

          Verifications 
 
All tickets attached 
All tickets attached 
26/06/2015 
All tickets attached 
17/06/2015 
30/10/15 
23/12/15 Bank Trnsf. to Örjan 

IV. Travel to Nepal  
Paid to Guruprasad Rane 

Euros 

263,74 

Verifications 
From donations received 

Total Expenses 2015:   € 2682,78 



23 
 

 
7.2. Unaccomplished budget 
Due to the change of the headquarters Euros will be the currency to use. This will ease the 
accountantship work from now on. Furthermore, once our Nordea Bank account (in 
Swedish crowns) is closed and final statements from Sweden are received, we will know 
the balance inherited, in Euros.  
 

On the one hand, from a quick analysis of the document shown below it is evident that 
ARCÅPEACE has not been able to function on the budget as approved at Vienna 2014. 
 
 

Proposed budget for 2014-2016  
                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                
       
                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 

The budget implies that both Incomes and Expenses were estimated in USD 10000, and 
that a surplus of USD 5000 was expected at the end of year 2015.  
 

However, that has not been the case; otherwise our Treasury would today enjoy a good 
financial position, and surely more members had joined us at this meeting.  
 

Now then, our actual total expenses totalise 3063, 58 Euros (USD 3480, 22), representing 
39, 54% of the budgeted expenses.  
 

Also, looking at the Expenses breakdown there is a provision equivalent to USD2500 (2200 
Euros) for Administration and Others, representing 25% of the total expenses (2014-2015).  
 

My report states 1071, 18 Euros (USD 1216, 86) for the same period, representing 48, 69% 
of budget, and 34, 96% of expenses total.  
 

In conclusion, this analysis shows that ARCÅPEACE currently operates on less than half 
of the approved Budget. Also, that the Secretariat needs someone being in charge of 
practical matters, particularly those connected to financial resources improvement. 
 

 
7.3. Special issues 
 

ARC-PEACE Indiaôs annual membership fees became an unsettled matter pending of 
resolution due to a problem of interpretation of the spirit and the letter of the Charter.  
 

The Indian chapter grew up to 60 members over a short period of time but kept paying as a 
small group (less than 20 members).  
 

Incomes (USD)                       2014  
Membership fees                     2000                                      
Donations, fund-raising            3000 
Total                                         5000                                       
 

Expenses  
ARCǒPEACE meeting              1300 
Travel costs                               4200 
Membership fee ASF-Int             300 
Bank charges                              200 
Administration                                       0 
Others                                               0                                          
Total                                           6000                                     

 

Surplus/deficit                         - 1000 
Balance from previous year      3000 
Balance to next year                 2000 
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The fact is that most of new members are students who lack resources but are keen at 
participating. Forty (40) students are nationally admitted on a non-paying membership 
basis.  

 

Now that the Indian chapter submitted all names and the list includes 20 paying members 
their corresponding category is ómedium size groupô (20 to 50 members) and their annual 
subs is USD 200 as from this year. (See ANNEX IV) 
 

This matter is to be settled down by the new Treasurer with help from the Secretariat in 
close dialogue with our member organizationôs Treasurer. 

 

 
7.4. Agreements 
 

7.4.1. Current Membership   
ARCÅPEACE can only accept as members those who pay fees in accordance with statutes. 
Voting rights and representation can only follow number of paying members. If a 
national/regional ARCÅPEACE chapter adopts a category of non-paying members such as 
ñsympathisersò, this is their own decision. But for ARCÅPEACE as an international 
organisation, only paying members are counted.  

 

 
7.4.2. Delisting 
We have lost contact with ARQ-PEACE Mexico. They have not paid for 2015 and 2016, 
and no annual reports have been sent. Default of payments is reason to be delisted. In 
view of this it is agreed to delist ARQ-PEACE Mexico from current membership. 

 

 
7.4.3. New Payment deadline 
All ARCÅPEACE members are given a new deadline to pay 2016 subscription by July 1st, 
2016. An update membership list shall be circulated after that date. 
 

 
7.4.4. New Membership Records 
It is agreed to invite all organisation members to imitate the Indian Chapter by submitting 
their membership list in order to have an update Membership record. 
 

 
7.4.5. Membership benefits 
Several ways to extend benefits to ARCÅPEACE Members are discussed. An ID card 
issued into the memberôs names, upon receiving membership fees, is seen as a membersô 
asset. It could facilitate access to a series of benefits, i.e. discount airfare with specific 
airline systems, purchases at sponsor venues, and other similar benefits that can be 
activated internationally. 
 

 
7.4.5.1. Agreement: The secretariat is authorized to make a research on this issue, and 
report to the new Board. Once approved, the Executive Committee is empowered to start 
issuing cards. 
 

 
8. Report from the Auditor 
 

Øystein Grønning explains that Oscar has made a substantial contribution in 
transferring the accounting from one system (Sweden) to a different one (Spain), and 
the books should now be in order.  However, as the account books took a long time to 
be sent from Sweden, and some matters still remain to be clarified, there is no audit 
report on the previous period. Therefore, Øystein receives the Financial Report with the 
óbenefit of inventoryô. 
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8.1. Resolutions 
 

8.1.1. Oscar cannot be held responsible for ¥rjan Svaneôs accounts. Therefore, the 
Financial Report is accepted as given subject to the Auditor final revision. 
 

8.1.2. The Nordea Bank account in Sweden shall be closed as soon as possible, and all 
funds transferred to the Mallorcaôs La Caixa bank account: 

 

ES49 2100 0222 7401 0059 6279   /   Swift Code: BICCAIXESBBXXX 
 Address: Carrer Arxiduc Lluís Salvador, 106, (07004) Palma, Balearic Island, 
Spain. 
Phone: Int + 34 971 62 57 80 Mobile: Int + 34 638 556 953 
Account holder: Oscar Samuel Margenet (see his address above) .To that purpose 
ARCÅPEACE shall formally ask Örjan to close the Swedish account. 

 

8.1.3. Oscar is commissioned to make a smoothly transfer of accountantship matters to the 
new elected Treasurer, at the earliest possible. 
  

9. Approval of the audited financial report 
The Audit Report is seen as accepted pending Ïysteinôs advice.  

 
10. Composition of the Board 

10.1. Following the proposal from the Election Preparatory Committee these twenty 
members were finally elected: 
 

       1.  Luz María (Marilú) Sánchez Hurtado (Peru) 
       2.  Bijay Anand Misra (India) 
       3.  Oscar Margenet Nadal (Argentina-Spain) 
       4.  Osman Elkheir (Sudan)  

5. Øystein Grønning (Norway) 
6.  Ali Elzubair Ahmed (Sudan) 
7.   Graeme Bristol (Canada) representing CAHR (Canada/Thailand) 
8.   Benjamin R. Spencer (USA) representing ADPSR. 
9.   Ahmed Abdeltam (Sudan) representing ARC-PEACE Sudan 
10. Leyla Ayoub (Tunisia) representing ARC-PEACE Tunisia 
11. Dania González Couret (Cuba) representing Cuba Solar 
12. Manuel Moreno (Honduras) representing ARCÅPEACE Ibero America 
13. Jaime Alzérreca Pérez (Bolivia) representing Scientists for Global Responsibility UK 
14. Apollinaire Salumu Kitenge Môba (RD Congo) representing ARCÅPEACE RD Congo  
15. Paul Broches (USA, accredited to the UN 
16. Predrag Milosevic (Serbia) 
17. Natalia Dulcey Garrido (Colombia) 
18. Ryochi Shuto (Japan)  
19. Ahmed Al-Jowder Shimami (Bahrain) 
20. Kristina Nikolovska (Macedonia) 

       

      10.2. New Executive Committee     
      1.  Co-Chair: Luz María (Marilú) Sánchez Hurtado, re-elected until 2017. 
      2.  Co-Chair: Bijay Anand Misra, re-elected until 2017. 
      3.  Secretary: Oscar Margenet Nadal.  
      4.  Vice-Secretary: Osman Elkheir.  
      5.  Vice-Secretary: Øystein Grønning.  
      6.  Treasurer: Ali Elzubair Ahmed. 
 

10.3. Other Elections  
Public Relations: Ahmed Abdeltam (Sudan) and Kristina Nikolovska (Macedonia). 
Web Consultant: Andy Margenet Cáceres (Spain). 
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10.4. Honorary Members for life elected 
Dick Urban Vestbro (Sweden) 
Örjan Svane (Sweden) 
 

 
11. Election of Auditor  

Øystein Grønning was elected for a new period.  
 

 
12. Appointment of an Election Preparatory Committee 
      Following members were elected for the oncoming period: Oscar Margenet Nadal, Ali      
Elzubair, and Ben Spencer (he offered to accept if no other volunteer from ADPSR does it). 

 

 
13. Decision about membership fees and budget for the oncoming period 

Fees are to be unaltered. 
      No budget is prepared yet and it will be designed to cover years 2016 and 2017. It has 
to be submitted to the Board by June 2016. Responsibility for this important document falls 
on the Executive Committee and shall be jointly drafted by Treasurer and Secretary.  
 

 
14. Decision about Activity plans for the oncoming period 

There is no Activity Plan proposed due to lack of necessary funds to support any. 
However, the meeting discusses a number of activities in view of both the international 
agenda and the official support available at Palma.  

 

Following activities are mentioned: 
 

14.1. Presence of ARCÅPEACE at UN Habitat III, in Ecuador, October 2016 is desired.  
Marilú is an important figure at the New Urban Agenda summit and should be invited to act 
our special ambassador. She has proposed designing our official banner to be exhibited at 
the summit. This could lead to a competition to that end, since there is time to organise it. 
 

      14.2. Ahmed Abdeltam reports on the ARCÅPEACE International Exhibition project and 
explains in detail about the benefits of having an international day exhibition, i.e. motivating 
current members to get involved, recruiting new members, showcase our work to the rest of 
the world, and celebrate our XXXº anniversary in 2017. 
 

Simultaneous exhibitions could be planned and run at many different cities to attract people 
from private and public sectors; the mass media industry could find them apt for publishing. 
This should also be an interesting fundraising activity to support national and international 
treasuries. 

 

This project is accepted and the new Executive Committee shall take upon its coordination. 
This project shall be included into the Activity Plan (2016-2017) and Board members shall 
be duly invited to comment on there participation possibilities, as proposed. 
 

Agreements:  
a)  EC members are commissioned to meet soon after the GA to elaborate an Activity Plan 
which must be included in the Minutes afterwards.  
 

b) The Secretary will liaise with Marilú about HABITAT III within the exhibition project 
context. 
 

c) A committee consisting of Ahmed and Kristina plus other members to be designated 
among volunteers will develop this plan aiming at the involvement of all ARCÅPEACE 
chapters.  
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15. Motions and other proposal:  
 
15.1. Ibero America Chapter: The new chapter representative (Alejandra Cerutti Jacob) 
announces payment of the 2016 annual fees. Though the group had been welcome at an 
Online Meeting The GA unanimously welcome ARCÅPEACE Iberoamérica as the tenth 
member organization. 
 

15.2. Congo Chapter:  Apollinaire Salumu Kitenge Môba submits for consideration the 
Foundation Chart of ARC-PEACE RD Congo, written in French and offers to pay the 
annual subs if they are accepted. Oscar Margenet Nadal is commissioned to revise and 
report on the document. At a later stage, the latter describes the Chart as written in the 
spirit, vision and mission of the international organization. In conclusion, the GA 
unanimously votes for accepting ARC-PEACE RD Congo as our eleventh member 
organisation. 
 

15.3. Conduct: The GA discusses a certain malcontent raised by some double membership 
colleagues (ARCÅPEACE and ASFInt) in relation to the organisation event in Palma de 
Mallorca. This amounted to a voiced mistrust in ARCÅPEACE and particularly Oscar his 
family and members of ARCÅPEACE Iberoamérica, who had done a remarkable job in 
organising the event, free of cost and with no assistance from ASF Int.  
After discussing details with Alejandra and Oscar, the GA sees the criticism as bordering 
on misconduct. This raises the issue of conforming a Disciplinary Committee in 
ARCÅPEACE. The new Secretariat was given the authority to take the issue further. 
Øystein, Osman and Oscar accept the task and shall inform of their proposal in due course. 
 

15.4. Regional networks:  after enthusiast discussions, the GA welcomes the proposal of 
creating regional networking groups like the Ibero American (Spanish and Portuguese 
languages).  
Ahmed Al-Jowder and the Sudanese members agreed to start an Arab language network, 
including African and Asian colleagues.   
On the same line Øystein referred to the new members in Norway, and the perspective of 
creating an ARCÅPEACE Nordic chapter with current members in Norway and Sweden 
reaching out to Denmark, Finland, Iceland and the Faroe Islands. 
These initiatives are unanimously endorsed and the Secretariat is authorised to coordinate 
the inclusion of them on the Activity Plan 2016-2017.  
 

15.5. XXXº Anniversary General Assembly:  encouraged by the local official receptivity, the 
free access to meeting facilities and for the inclusion of younger members in the Board, the 
GA decides that our next GA Meeting will be held in Mid July 2017 in Palma de Mallorca by 
unanimous decision. The intention is to make this a big event. 
Osman Elkheir suggests to start working on planning the event and to use it as an 
opportunity for donations and a Book fair. 
Oscar Margenet Nadal announces that a Spanish version of the Book is half way through at 
the moment. He also states that succeeding with editing hard copies demands 
concentration of efforts rather than local isolated initiatives. 
 
15.6. Invitation to meet with Director of Urbanisme of Palma:  Dr. Biel Horrach Estarellas 
invited members of the new Executive Committee to meet him on Tuesday 26th April at his 
office. The idea is to discuss the celebration of our XXXº Anniversary in connection with the 
efforts currently made by Palma authorities to transform the city into a sustainable urban 
centre. The interest is to produce a joint programme profiting from one or two cases of 
ARCÅPEACE membersô practices. Report from the meeting attached (See ANNEX V).  
 

Minutes drafted live by Kristina Nikolovska and Ahmed Abdeltam, supervised by Øystein 
Grønning, Osman Elkheir; final version by Oscar Margenet Nadal.  

Palma, 18th May 2016. 


