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Editorial Like

MADE IN USA: Donald T'rumpos

it does in the market
money dictates how to legislate
rules inwor |l doés f. iTroes t

Initially planned for January,
this Editorial was delayed by a
series of new facts that travel
faster than our intentions. This
speci al i ssue
Newsletter, far from attacking any
nationality, aims at unmasking
Donald Trump 6 Bue intentions
behind his outdated warlike views
on nationalisms.

U.S. and UK fostered the Bretton
Woods Conference, in 1944. A

Americans are easily the most
generous and philanthropic
people in the world, in terms of
their ready and unstinting
respArR€td BuE&iBFanywhere
on the globe. They believe in
progress, self-improvement, and
quite fanatically in education. But
above all, they are idealistic.

Americans cannot go on making
money or achieving worldly
success simply on its own merits;

lies, strong individualism, planned
obsolescence & patriotic slogans
end by dividing a nation; all for the
sake of democracy, obviously!

D. Trump mocks democracy. He
first denounced the presidential
electona s 0 r, todatpedéfénd
US old electoral system as dully
reliabled He lost majority by three
millions votes, and yet he is
O6making America
he entered the White House US

new for-export model reshaped such 6émateri al i st jhgQgic myglity gnged, ypnds the
worl dés economi.es theaAmdricah inindabe gustifed in  Trumpopulist Estate was born.

The fifties were years when the 6higherdo terms, i motheesbuftSof 'Iodfd it Biysvy & | C
'American way of life' was or 6stewar dshi po judicolis marPplefiiédrtcddance
pI’OUdly identified wi t h USOGswel fared. with his wife, a former immigrant
democracy. Nobody depicted this nudist model, converted into US
fact better than the American First Lady. Nancy Sinatr

philosopher Will Herberg, a tweeted 6 And now, t h

And because they are so
idealistic, Americans tend to be

leading conservative thinker and
habitual contributor of National
Magazine. He wrote:

firfhe American Way of life is
individualistic,  dynamic, and
pragmatic. It affirms the supreme
value and dignity of the individual,
it stresses incessant activity on his
part, for he is never to rest but is
al ways t o be
ahead?d; it
reliance, merit, and character, and
judges by
not creedsd are
The OAmeri can

moralistic; they are inclined to
see all issues as plain and simple,
black and white, issues of
morality.o

As 0 ot all that glitters is goldéwe
know how soon History changes.
People now depend on what
worl dés tycoons
blinded conducted by a handful of

s t rpewerfulimgn we age foreedyte live
def ine this gast-treth’ era as a plessing.e |
peopl e
achi ev enmgliarg,tand ciyldnstigutoss, are

w Hligcretiopalyy papipulated by the
Wa ycreatgrs of ppwer cengentratign. A

Governance, justice,

humanitar i anl, oo kad fnlaglgingawaket enables pontificate

and optimistic.

that 6 N abis thehighekt value.

n e a firsh line of the unforgettable
song popularized by her father.

T r u mpfidss resolutions were
against immigrants and pro
building drhe Mexico Walla

This NL special issue 0 n
figt moves i poweraimg at
raising awareness on the dangers
that looms over our chaotic world,
s from January 20, 2017.
C AP E@& @ré&sent and future
endeavours are challenged by this
one man tuneless orchestra.

Thanks for reading, reacting
and sharing this publication.
The Editor.

Protecting US via tweeting, seated at the White House

Some

Tr ump 0 s httasg/tivitten.dom/iealdoraldtrump?lang=es&lang=es

firhe threat from radical Islamic
terrorism is very real, just look at what
is happening in Europe and the Middle-
East. Courts must act fast!

When a country is no longer able to say
who can, and who cannot, come in &
out, especially for reasons of safety
&.security - big trouble!

Our country needs strong borders and
extreme vetting, NOW. Look what is
happening all over Europe and, indeed,
the world - a horrible mess

Mexico has taken advantage of the U.S.
for long enough. Massive trade deficits
& little help on the very weak border
must change, NOW!

Look forward to seeing final results of
Vote Stand. Gregg Phillips and crew
say at least 3,000,000 votes were
illegal. We must do better

The U.S. has a 60 billion dollar trade
deficit with Mexico. It has been a one-
sided deal from the beginning of
NAFTA with massive numbers...

of jobs and companies lost. If Mexico
is unwilling to pay for the badly
needed wall, then it would be better to
cancel the upcoming meeting.

We will bring back our jobs. We will
bring back our borders. We will bring
back our wealth - and we will bring back
our dreams!

| don't know Putin, have no deals in
Russia, and the haters are going crazy -
yet Obama can make a deal with Iran,
#1 in terror, no problem!
Big day planned ( é.) Among many
other things, we will build the wall!
I have instructed Homeland Security to
check people coming into our country
VERY CAREFULLY. The courts are
making the job very difficult!

What is our country coming to when a
judge can halt a Homeland Security
travel ban and anyone, even with bad
intentions, can come into U.S.?

As your President, | have no higher
duty than to protect the lives of the
American people.o

Selected by The Editor
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Mikhail Gorbachev worries about a world war.

He hopes Trump and Putin can stop it.
ByAvi SelkJanuary 29, 2017, TW¢ashington Post

Mikhail Gorbachev, 85, former
head of extinct URSS was
reported to say that if Donald
Trump was eventually elected US
President, i T o g e (witheRutin)
t hey coul d | e ad
peace. He said so before singing
a song of peace. Avi Selk says:

fiPutin and Trump have called
for stronger nuclear weapons in
their countries since then. Now
Gorbachev is back in the media o

warning of possible global war.

iThe w o rtoddy is
overwhel med wi t h
he wrote in the first line of his
essay. fPol i cymakers

TOTAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS: 15,375

e N S O YD M M) e YR omn KEn jams jamn yum
S S VD (R S M N NS Y S 3@ S e
I N S YOS DI U MG JOR HEmS JOm Jmh Jems eme dum|
D MR MRS MED JEE JEE NI MR Ham VD NI MES a8 e
i W FE MR 3 N R VO FO R D Y jam O
3D RUSSIA 7,300 | Download report

R W MR KR YR e Y W 1R 1R K S 1 3
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Jemh e N JEES e N A R )OSR SN Je 3 e Jes|
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USA 6,970 | Download report

3 » FRANCE 300 | Download report [2

3 CHINA 260 | Download report
] UK 215 | Download report
3®3 PAKISTAN 130 | Download report [

31 INDIA 120 | Download report
3 ISRAEL 80 | Download report [

i NORTH KOREA < 15

56rabhev todk over the

be confused

a nide a tommunibt OFady- i@ 1985, as
listed some problems:

i t h e Reagan was beginning his second

militarization of politics and the
new ar ms helicase \world
leaders and a media that echoes
them. Tanks and weapons in
Europe 6 fApl aced cl
each other, as if to shoot point-
bl ank. o

filt al | [
preparing
wrote. His tone had darkened
since his song in December & if
not since the Soviet Union
dissolved beneath his feet a
guarter-century ago. But
Gorbachev's advice for the world
was much the same: Do like him
and former president Ronald
Reagan & whose cooperation
and mutual disarmament may well
have averted World War lll.

Gorbachev's essay summarizes
the lurching end of the Cold War
in a few brief lines:

Al n t he second
1980s, together with the U.S.,
we launched a process of
reducing nuclear weapons and
|l owering the

The reality wasn't so neat, though
it seemed impossibly rapid to a
world that had spent a
century under the cloud of global
war.

ooks

term in the White House with
pushes for a new nuclear missile
and a more robust military.

Many Ameyicans credit Reagan's

Orafd fine o &ilitary policy 8 like

his push for missile defense o
with forcing the Soviet Union

a s toireformtafd@veilly toflapse. s
Garbachew a r |3 WIs own interviews, Gorbachev

has spun history differently.
noOur
The Washington Post in 2004,
after giving Reagan's coffin a fond
pat at his
what kind of weapons we each
had, 0O he sai d.
mountains of nuclear weapons. A
war could start not because of a
political decision, but just because

of some technical
Whatever inspired him,
Gorbachev is remembered

for softening a totalitarian empire
tsarhaking tRef Sovidt Wrlon more
open and liberal while cutting its
nuclear stockpiles, as
Reagan reciprocated.The push

nucl goaworld Peace ds - distiled in
Reagan's famous call in 1987 fi Mr .
do

Gor bachev, tear
followed two years later by the
border opening between East and
West Germany.

funer a

Gorbachev would later complain
that the peacemaking got out of
hand & after his rivals took
advantage to oust him in a coup
d'état, which led to his resignation
on the same day the Soviet flag
fell at the Kremlin.

Now, as he sees signs of peace
undone across the world, he is
calling on the Kremlin and
White House's new occupants
to join forces again and stop it.

In Ti me,
presidents of two nations that hold
over 90 percent of the world's
nucl ear
U.N. resolution
nuclear war.

But neither Trump nor Putin
sound like they want his advice.

AThe United
strengthen and expand its nuclear
capability until such time as the
world comes to its senses
regarding nukes & Donald J.
Trump (@realDonaldTrump)
December 22, 2016, o t he
of the anniversary of Gorbachev's
resignation. The same day, Putin

condemning

i nt er es hestoldc o ﬁ)r?]isce(]l @ig_ocg)ug'gry's m_ili_tary
operations “in 'Syria. He joined

Trump in calling for a stronger

rrsenah \ﬁle mere n ke rrgtw
ewer.o rticle.

End of a

MIKHAIL
GQRBACHIEV

Gorbachev defends Sustainability
Above, his book, edited 2006.
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http://time.com/4645442/gorbachev-putin-trump/
http://time.com/4645442/gorbachev-putin-trump/
http://time.com/4645442/gorbachev-putin-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1985/03/11/reagans-staff-changes-tone-for-second-term/59921dce-299e-431b-819a-217ed65b3655/?utm_term=.7b72b0f41263
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1985/03/11/reagans-staff-changes-tone-for-second-term/59921dce-299e-431b-819a-217ed65b3655/?utm_term=.7b72b0f41263
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A32927-2004Jun10.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A32927-2004Jun10.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/kidspost/the-berlin-wall-fell-25-years-ago/2014/11/06/4d2a900c-5fab-11e4-9f3a-7e28799e0549_story.html?utm_term=.1271732818ba
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/12/13/soviet-leader-gorbachev-says-a-new-union-could-rise-again/?utm_term=.aef0eb21904f
http://time.com/4645442/gorbachev-putin-trump/
http://time.com/4645442/gorbachev-putin-trump/
http://time.com/4645442/gorbachev-putin-trump/
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/811977223326625792
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2016/12/22/donald-trump-and-vladimir-putin-agree-lets-revive-the-nuclear-arms-race/?utm_term=.df0c5e66339a
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2016/12/22/donald-trump-and-vladimir-putin-agree-lets-revive-the-nuclear-arms-race/?utm_term=.df0c5e66339a
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2016/12/22/donald-trump-and-vladimir-putin-agree-lets-revive-the-nuclear-arms-race/?utm_term=.df0c5e66339a
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/avi-selk

About

Tr umpos

60 al

ternat.i

varfue

ByQuinta JurecicLawfareassociate editor. Read faltticle on: http://qgoshe.com/yazar/quintgurecic/170365

Following is
one of Quinta
Jurecic's
interesting
analyses on
Trumpés
of respect for
the concepts
of law and
meaning.
The author (above) is a brilliant
young researcher with roots in
Slovenia, same home country of
Melania Knavs, later anglicized
Knauss, the 45" US First Lady
since last 20™ January.

It is well known that Donald Trump
married two immigrants and just
one American lady in 40 years.
His personal selectivity neither
matches with his nationalistic
speeches nor with his aggressive
feelings on immigrants.

It is well known that Ivana Marie
Z el n 2 | Hsofivs8 wife, (1977-
1992) is a former immigrant from
the extinct Czechoslovakia; also
Melania was an immigrant when
she became his third wife (2005);
and only his second wife, Marla
Maples (1993-1999), is US born.

Ms. Jurecic says: it r u mp 6 s
about illegal voting is emblematic
of his disconnection from the truth,
with far graver implications than
taco bowl tweets.

Sean Spicer (right) when pressed
on Trumpos
provide any evidence of voter
fraud in 2016.

Instead, he e mphasi zed
fi b el thatffraud had occurred,
as if the belief itself were enough
to obliterate fact and make it so.
Trump was asserting & and his
Press Secretary was defending o
the right to make up whatever
reality he chose.

Likewise, Trump aide
Kellyanne
the unforgettable
fialternative  factso
merely resist the accusation that
Spicer lied to the press corps; it
also insists that Spicer and Trump
have somehow created a new
category of reality, marshaling
themselves in opposition to the
existence of knowable truth.

(right)

phrase

In an essay | wrote for Lawfare in
late November, | suggested that
Trumpdbés habitual
truth raises serious questions
about his presidency: How will it
affect his ability to carry out the
duties of his office? And what is
the  relationship between
@ikraghrfor truth and disregard
for law? By sitting in the Oval
Office, Trump is coming up against
an intricate system of responsibility
and consequences.

failedato e

Conwayb

doesn

To put it bluntly,
the world
behaves as if

words mean
things. This is
perhaps  most
acute in the area

of law, which &
despite the
reputation of
lawyers for fast
talking and
forked tongues
gBe is @f highly

systematized
0 structure of
meaning used to evaluate the merit
and relevance of facts and
arguments, and which imposes
consequences based on a certain
ascertainment of truth. | speculated

that Trumpds flout
would render him
characterologically incapable of
honoring his presidential oath,

which requires the president to

af ldlarexecdgiee ki
protect

Afpreserve,
Const i t bbdthi odatids that
demand a basic level of respect for
the concepts of law and of meaning.
Now, of course, Trump has sworn
that oat h. Yet
whether he will be any more faithful
to his pledge than he was to the
reality of the weather on
Inauguration Day.0

Adapted by The Editor

The above referred letter appears in
our NL #51 (December 2016). It can be
read in full entering the link *. Other
professional associations opposed
AIAd public shameful position # 3. All
our members and sympathizers should

support this move by entering
http://www.adpsr.org/ . The letter ends:
i We demand t hat

adopt the human rights Ethics Rule
that Architects / Designers / Planners
for Social Responsibility has proposed
to prohibit member participation in

projects intended to violate human
rights, because we are deeply
concerned that the Trump
administration may attempt to suborn
members into ethically unacceptable
projects, and because members and
the public deserve proof of good will
after A | -deéf s prontise noé
support for a threatening
administration. This will also help to
reassert our
independence in civil society and our
value to our local communities.

Wi t h Mr . Trumpos
and his personal history of flouting the
law (even refusing to pay AIA
members for past work), we must also
be cautious of threats to our
democracy, and a renewed human
rights commitment will do what our
profession can to inoculate U.S. civil
society more broadly against future
abuse. Our profession can achieve
great things, and we can work with a
Trump administration, but we can only
do so on our terms, rather than on
his, as a profession devoted to design
for the publ The Edgoo o

1. https://www.change.org/p/robert-ivy-ceo-of-aia-commit-architects-to-protecing-human-rights-with-the-trump-administration

2. http://lwww.citylab.com/politics/2016/11/architects-outraged-aia-letter-president-donald-trump/507698/

3. http://www.metropolismag.com/Point-of-View/November-2016/Architects-Respond-to-Trumps-Election-AlAs-Endorsement/
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/white-house-says-trumps-false-claim-of-voter-fraud-is-his-long-standing-belief/2017/01/24/1c367c4a-e253-11e6-a547-5fb9411d332c_story.html?utm_term=.3ae6c870b5aa
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/white-house-says-trumps-false-claim-of-voter-fraud-is-his-long-standing-belief/2017/01/24/1c367c4a-e253-11e6-a547-5fb9411d332c_story.html?utm_term=.3ae6c870b5aa
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2017/01/22/kellyanne-conway-says-donald-trumps-team-has-alternate-facts-which-pretty-much-says-it-all/?utm_term=.ce248695445b
https://lawfareblog.com/bullshit-and-oath-office-lol-nothing-matters-presidency
https://www.change.org/p/robert-ivy-ceo-of-aia-commit-architects-to-protecing-human-rights-with-the-trump-administration
http://www.citylab.com/politics/2016/11/architects-outraged-aia-letter-president-donald-trump/507698/
http://www.metropolismag.com/Point-of-View/November-2016/Architects-Respond-to-Trumps-Election-AIAs-Endorsement/
http://www.adpsr.org/
http://adpsr.org/home/ethics_reform
http://adpsr.org/home/ethics_reform
http://adpsr.org/home/ethics_reform

TRUMP & NETANYAHU: Iuasmesssrw. BUILDERS OF 'WALLS OF SHAME'

A reaveling parallel betwe'éh ‘Berlin W
As ad.

a,and the ‘post-truth’ Iu%“rat:ve bus}'n@ -

Historic confrontations between
socially responsible architects,
designers and planners with
multimillionaire developers are
well  known. Israel's prime
minister, an architect graduated in
EE.UU. tweeted his praise to
President Trump's decision to
build a wall along the U.S. border
with Mexico.

APresident
Benjamin Netanyahu wrote. fi |

a wall along Israel's southern
border (right picture). It stopped all
illegal immigration. Great success.
Gr eat Hedaecampanied the
tweet with emoiji flags of Israel and
the United States ).

A few hours later, Trump
retweeted Net a ny prdisesd Is
not this the best way to
encourage coupling
unscrupulous architects to
greedy developers?

In Israel, the opposition pounced.
Yair Lapid, the leader of the Yesh
Atid (ATher e i s pasy,

wondered aloud, A Do n ' t we

enought roubl es of

H* ‘N\lliﬂll ik

1. Link to tweet: https://twitter.com/netanyahu/status/825371795972825089

Netanyahu was referrlng to the
wall Israel constructs following a
capricious line dividing what is
being left of the 1947 two-state
map and the Palestinians land
taken by force to be immediately
added to the State of Israel.

Israeli sensor-packed steel

barrier was a complete
success. fit stopped illegal

entrieso- they did boast.

This 6 s u c ¢ deace built lin self-
d e f e nsstee@rue origin of the
ever increasing armed groups
that pledge allegiance to the
Islamic State.

Trump called a beefed-up barrier
on the United States' southern
borderigood f or t he
nation in a certain way, because
people want protection, and a wall
protects. Al l
ask lIsrael. They were having a
total disaster coming across, and
they had a wall
stoppage. 0

Netanyahu - inspecting fences in
left picture below - ordered his
officers to issue a clarification;
they obeyed by tweeting:

AThe pri me mi
addressing Israel's unique
circumstances and the important
experience we have and which we
are willing to share with other
nations. There was no attempt to
voice an opinion regarding U.S.-
Mexico ties. o

The best hypocrisy rules!

2. Berlin and Israel walls of shame compared side by side:
https://occupiedpalestine.wordpress.com/2012/08/12/compare-the-berlin-wall-vs-israels-apartheid-wall-in-palestine/

also official tweets at:

https://twitter.com/netanyahu/status/825371795972825089
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https://twitter.com/netanyahu/status/825371795972825089%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%202.%20Berlin
https://occupiedpalestine.wordpress.com/2012/08/12/compare-the-berlin-wall-vs-israels-apartheid-wall-in-palestine/

Who were the best and the worst US Presidents to date?

A research
Founded in 1980 the Siena
Research Institute (SRI) was first
directed by Statistics and Finance
professor Douglas A. Lonnstrom.

Dr. Donald Levy, SRI current
Director, holds a Ph.D., in
Sociology from the University of
Connecticut and a B.A. from Yale
University.

D. A. Lonnstrom with Thomas O.
Kelly Il wrote i U. S. P
From Awesome (Three
Lakes Publishing, October 2013).

The book was produced on the
basis of expert opinions on
Sociology and Politics Sciences
from a similar number of colleges
across the US.

produced

r

US scient.i

by
They produced twenty (20)
categories under which every one
of the forty-four presidents were
analyzed and later compared.

SRI conducts both expert and
public opinion polls, focusing on
issues of public policy interest.

They include education, health
care, and consumer confidence,
and explores business,
economic, political, voter, social,
educational, and historical issues.

Among other researches SRI has
polled presidential scholars in an
effort to rate both the United
States presidents and U.S. d-irst
Ladieso .

sts

References from Left to Right
Party: D Democrat; R Republican; NP No Party; W Whig; Bg: Background; PL: Party leadership; Cab: Communication ability;
RC: Relations with Congress; Cap: Court appointments;

HE: Handling of economy; L: Luck; AC: Ability to compromise; WR: Willing to take risks; EAp: Executive appointments;
OA: Overall ability; Im: Imagination; DA: Domestic accomplishments; Int: Integrity; EAb: Executive ability;

FPA: Foreign policy accomplishments; LA: Leadership ability; 1Q: Intelligence; AM: Avoid crucial mistakes; EV: Experts' view.

could help wus wu
SRl polled Ameri cads mi
wo men, TVOs mo s

moment, New Yorkers' sentiments
towards the creation of the
Cordoba House Mosque near
Ground Zero in lower Manhattan,
and the Arizona Immigration Law.

According to a comparative
Research produced by the Siena
Research Institute, Franklin
Delano Roosevelt is the best

President in all US history, the 32™
to enter the White House, and the
only US politician to be elected four
times: 1932, 1936, 1940 & 1944.

According to the same research
worst elected was the 17" US
President  Andrew Johnson.
(1865-1869).

BestUS Presiders Ranking Party Bg PL CA RC | cA HE L AC | WR [ EAp | OA Im DA Int EAb | FPA | LA Q AM EV
32° Franklin D. Roosevelt First D 5 1 1 2 2 1 5 2 3 3 2 4 3 16 3 1 3 10 4 2
26° Theodore Roosevelt Second R 6 7 3 5 1 2 2 12 1 4 3 1 2 6 4 4 4 6 3 4
16° Abraham Lincoln Third R 28 6 2 6 4 5 13 1 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 5 2 3 2 1
1° George Washington Fourth NP 7 37 12 3 3 4 1 3 4 1 4 9 4 2 2 3 1 12 1 3
3° Thomas Jefferson Fifth R 1 4 6 4 6 16 6 11 8 5 5 3 6 14 5 7 6 1 6 5
4° James Madison Sixth R 3 10 11 9 7 12 17 7 15 9 6 8 12 5 14 20 17 2 10 8

WorstUS Presiderg Ranking Party Bg PL CA RC | CA HE L AC | WR | EAp | OA Im DA Int EAb [ FPA | LA 1Q AM EV
17° Andrew Johnson First D 42 43 43 43 43 37 39 43 34 42 41 41 42 37 41 38 42 41 42 42
15° James Buchanan Second D 23 40 41 40 42 41 40 41 43 39 42 42 43 40 42 41 43 40 41 43
29° Warren G. Harding Third R 43 38 36 34 36 39 37 26 40 43 43 43 40 42 43 37 41 43 39 41
14° Franklin Price Fourth D 38 37 37 41 40 34 35 36 38 38 39 39 39 38 40 40 40 38 35 40
43° George W. Bush Fifth R 36 39 42 32 41 42 18 42 19 41 40 40 38 39 39 42 38 42 38 39
13° Millard Fillmore Sixth w 40 41 40 38 35 33 25 25 37 35 38 36 35 36 38 33 39 39 30 35

Regardless other rankings, this one should help us check Donald Tr ump & s

p e at theoQvah@ffice. erhe Editor
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In response to AIA Embrace of
Trump Administration, ADPSR
took a strong position (as quoted
on page 4. ARCAPEACE
ADPSR are very close thanks to
the sound friendship built among
historic members along more than
thirty years.

Therefore, we could not but call
for definite actions to unmask who
hides behind Donald Trump.

Paul Broches took the
sending out two letters,
November. First:

fDear colleagues,

As you can imagine, we are going
through a very painful time in the
US. The architectural profession
in the US represented by the AIA
put the profession in a shameful
position by initially embracing the
unspeakable president-elect.

They retracted their support in
tepid apologies soon thereafter.
ADPSR was an important voice in
protest, listing their objections in
an important critique. (Link to it on
page 4)

With  comparable  distressing
political shifts on every
continent, all committed to social
justice must feel a comparable
wei ght on t hei
Second can be read in full at:
http://www.arcpeace.org/documen
ts/memactivities/Abriefreportonthe
USelections.pdf

lead
last

Regardless of how stressful they
are, these times pose challenges
that require our deep reflection
a@nd pPrompt action. One of many
important meetings held at the
end of 2016 was HABITAT III.

Paul Broches also referred to it on

another letter he sent to all
members after NL#50 was
published:

firhe issue is packed with inspiring
descriptions of some of the many

projects under way by A-P
members.
The global reach of the

membership of people with like-
minded passions is  heart-
warming. It is clear that working at
| ocal l evel s
understanding of issues and
ability to penetrate barriers is
empowering also results in work
with great impacts.

And | think the take away from the
Quito Conference will be that we
must continue to look for ways in
our various political settings to

advocate for government
engagement and advocate
forcefully at any level of

government where we feel we
have access.

But, senydrapbridird, we should do
so without being distracted from
our day to day work -- the projects
where impacts are visible and
rewarding!

Speaking of hope, as a wonderful
aside, several weeks ago, during
the annual UN General Assembly
meetings in New York, three
Nobel Peace Prize winners
conducted a round table in the
General Assembly  Chamber
where they recounted their
experiences in  their home
countries and made forceful and
highly critical assessments of the
UN.

All three began by saying how
remarkable it is that in the 20th
century, for the first in the history
of civilization, a forum for global
discourse and a commitment for
world peace and development
was created -- in the form of the

W lyitéd@\ationsd n € 6 s

Each Nobel Laureate followed
with an intense critique on the
failings of the institution. To have
such forceful statements
presented in front of many world
leaders was very courageous.

Advocating for sustainable peace
and sustainable development
as they did should be an
inspiration to us all.

If you do not already know these
three amazing women?, I
recommend that you find their
work and words on the internet!o

Fol | owi n gugg®ston,lfidds

below my findings.
The Editor

firhe idea  of
cultural relativism
is nothing but an
excuse to violate
human rights ( é
Human rights is a
universal standard.
It is a component
of every religion
and every civilization (...) when a
person is humiliated, when his rights
are being violated, and he does not
have the proper education, naturally
he gravitates toward terrorism.

Shirin Ebadi, Iranian Lawyer, 1% Islamic
woman to receive Nobel Peace Prize 2003

)

fPeace does not
mean just to stop
wars, but also to
stop oppression
and injustice (...) It
is all about justice,
and justice can be
attained through
having the rulers
accountable to their people (...)
Mankind's feeling of responsibility to
create a decent life and make it worth
living with dignity has always been
stronger than the will to kill life.

Tawakkol Karman, Yemeni Journalist
and Politician, Nobel Peace Prize 2010

firhe world is
upside down, it's
going to take a lot
of hands to turn it
right side up (...)
People say you
have to live to
fight another day,
but  sometimes :
you have to show you are a true
| e ad e Mhere & something in this
world that every individual can do.
God has created all of us with
something unique to contribute.o

Leymah Gbowee, Liberian Social
Worker, Nobel Peace Prize 2011
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T ban anptr@d\velers arouses strong reactions

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/angela-merkel-theresa-may_us_588f6c97e4b08al4f7e72886

Trump suspended for four
months refugee admissions and
indefinitely banned those from
war-torn Syria, pending program

changes that are to ensure
refugees won't harm national
security. A US federal law

enforcement official says any non-
US citizen from Iraq, Syria, Iran,
Sudan, Libya, Somalia or Yemen
is now barred from entering the
United States.

Several federal judges in different
US regions issued rulings that
temporarily stayed the
enforcement of President Donald
Trump's immigration laws for
travelers flying into US Airports.
The Trump administration has
ignored these rulings.

The National Immigration Law
Center (NILC) and other civil
liberties organizations have filed a
suit in federal court in New York
on behalf of two. Ms. Karen
Tumlin, NILC legal director, issued
the following statement:

ATrumpds order Kk
worl dés most vul
life threatening danger. Many

refugees like our client risked their

lives to help the United States
aovernment.

s D

The fact that the government has
now decided to turn its back on
those who served and protected

us i snot just unconscionabl e. I t O
unconstitutional . o

German Chancellor Angela

Merkel (right) issued a strong

rebuke of U.S. President sudden
executive order locking travelers
from seven predominantly Muslim
countries.

AThe necessary
against terrorism does not justify a
general suspicion against people
of a certain
people of Muslim belief or people
from a certain country. That way
of thinking is against my
interpretation of the basic tenets
of international refugee support

bel

i policy facts. i n

The president has criticized more
than once Germany for bringing in
refugees, and Merkel did speak
out about Tr tHenp 6
statement reflects a growing
divide between her administration
and Tr Julhepléaders talked

a n dn tleephones dver ehe Week@iu

and she apparently had to explain
to him some pretty basic foreign
this case

AThe Genevaonveribnu g
requires the international
community to take in war refugees
on humani tari aa
spokesperson for Merkel said. A Al |

and cooperation. 0 ggnatory states are obligated to
She al so condemneod Thd r Germpnd gyovernment
igener al suspi ciegpiainedthepgal ney i n t
MUI'mSO Washington state

general has promised to uncover
"what truly motivated" President
Donald Trump's executive order
on immigration, an approach that
could prompt a rare public
examination of how a US
president makes national security
decisions. Compiled by The Editor

Mental Health Professionals wa: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/13/opinion/mental-health-professionals-warn-about-trump. html?nytmobile=0

This Special issue Newsletter has been edited by co founder Oscar Margenet Nadal in collaboration with Andy Margenet Caceres and
Alejandra Cerutti Jacob. We also thank Paul Broches and Raphael Sperry for their material contribution. All members are invited to

send

suggestions

for articles,

phot os

and projects. | f
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