
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    A Brazilian girl  studying Architecture and Planning at Sao Paulo University is currently doing her third year at 

Valencia Polytechnic University, Spain. The NL Editors invited her to share some of her selected reflections.  
 

 

Hi, I m an architectural student   
By Hannah Campos 

 

 

    I honestly hope this article is 

read with a generous amount  

of sympathy. I wrote it with a 

primitive and particular  

perception of reality, though with  

unbiased sincerity. 
  

It is the result of choosing a few 

impressions and experiences of 

my still short architectural career.  
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Architectural students and young architects say ópresentô in this issue 

Like perhaps it has happened to other schoolmates, I 

entered the Faculty knowing very little about all that 

has to do with Architecture. The motivation was intact 

but suddenly a few questions challenged my goals:   

Will I find practical answers to social problems here?   

Are tutors prepared to improve my design level? Will I 

acquire a sensible attitude towards technology here? 
 

My conviction was strengthened at the first visit to the 

building that was to house my academical formation. 

Its spatial arrangements produced in me strange 

sensations; its large open spaces offered me a menu of 

possibilities. The workshop rooms told me of practical 

experiments that were fundamental to verify the 

pedagogical theories.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

But, I was deeply surprised when at the first semester 

we were told of the difficulties to define 

óarchitectureô. We came to know that it is a word 

sometimes diminished by associating it to a past with 

no return.  But other times we were dwarfed in front 

of its given importance and the grandeur of a few 

privileged architects. These contradictions made me 

wonder whether one day I would finally find answers 

to my initial queries. There were a sort of 

inconsistency between theory and practice, between 

the lessons at the classroom and experiencing the 

building. I sometimes learned more from studying 

that building than trying to understand some repeated 

sentences.                                     (It concludes on page7) 

 
 

 

 

This NL No.44 has been co-edited by Oscar Margenet Nadal and Bijay Misra, with layout by Andrés Margenet 

Cáceres. All members are invited to send suggestions for articles, photos and projects. We expect to publish 

Newsletter No.45 in June 2015. If you are interested, or have any suggestions please write to ARCÅPEACE 

Vice-Secretary, secretariat@arcpeace.org Thanks for your participation and kind support!  
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 Climate Change COP20, Lima  

   Report by Luz María Sánchez 
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                           The birth of a new Chapter 

     Talking to Dr. Leila Ayoub 
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   é And much more inside > 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Social Responsibility  

A survey by ARCÅPEACE 
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ARCADIA III Conference 

Madrid, Spain 

 

   I honestly hope this article is 

read with a generous amount of 

sympathy. I wrote it with a 

primitive and particular 

perception of reality, though 

with unbiased sincerity. It is the 

result of choosing a few 

impressions and experiences of 

my still short architectural 

career. 
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An inconsequential Climate Change Summit 
By Luz María Sánchez Hurtado 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sea level rise and climate change exiles: A possible solution 
By Sujatha Byravan and Sudhir Chella Rajan, published at the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists 03/03/2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read complete article: Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists Volume 71 Issue 2 - http://bos.sagepub.com 

 

 

 

    More than 14,000 international authorities, 

representatives of governments and civil  society 

organizations from 195 countries attended COP20. 

Evo Morales (Bolivia), Enrique Peña (Mexico), 

Michelle Bachelet (Chile), José Manuel Santos 

(Colombia), UN Secretary General Ban-Ki -Moon, 

USA Secretary of State John Kerry, and former 

USA Vice President Al  Gore were also at the 

Conference held on December 1 to 12, 2014. 

 

Thirty spaces and 2 plenary rooms for up to 2000 

people at the Army Headquarters (locally known as 

óPentagonitoô) housed 400 lectures on various 

topics related to climate change. No less than 140 

press conferences were held during the COP20, 

with the participation of 900 journalists.  
 

1200 volunteers supported all the activities. 

 

    
    

    Negotiations took more than 30 straight hours 

before a frustrating draft agreement named " Call 

of Lima for Climate Action"  was finally signed. 
 

A number of local initiatives remained operating like: 

óPon de tu parteô (Put your hand) a national public 

awareness rally on Climate Change signed by 330,000 

supporters among civilians and businessmen up today.  
 

Peru begun to separate waste on four categories: 

organic, inorganic, glass and general, after COP20.  
 

The Green Climate Fund (GCF) a financial mechanism 

to assist developing countries in adaptation and 

mitigation practices to counter Climate Change 

reached US$10,200 million mark.  
 

We all deserve to know how that money is spent. 

 

     The Conference of Parties (COP 20) was held at 

Lima, Peru at the end of 2014. After two weeks of 

intense activity this mild preparatory meeting to the 

Paris CC Summit achieved no agreements for 

reducing negative effects on Global Climate.  

Indigenous Maloca exhibition was visited by 35.000 people (left picture);  

whereas The "Voices for Climate" Fair received 80,000 visitors (right picture). 
 

 

      Will rising sea levels cause mass migrations of 

people from low-lying, impoverished equatorial 

areas into regions of higher groundðand if so, what 

will their reception be by their hosts?  

 

What can world leaders do to prepare for the 

population shifts likely to come from sea level rise 

already under way from the current high levels of 

carbon dioxide in the atmosphere?  

 

Building upon existing international law, such as the 

1954 Refugee Convention, the work of the UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees, and Articles 3.1 and 4.8 

of the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change, the authors look into the social 

effects of sea level rise caused by global warming on 

human populations and underscore the need to have a 

protocol that provides rights to climate exiles. 
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Gender equality: a real thing in Sweden  
Article suggested by Prof. Dick Urban Vestbro. Extracted and adapted by Oscar Margenet Nadal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  The Nordic countries have extensive experience 

with gender equality work and therefore play a 

central role internationally, says Swedenôs  

gender equality minister Åsa Charlotte Regnér.  
 

óIf we in the Nordic region donôt push the 

important issues related to sexual and reproductive 

health, nobody else will. Itôs that simple.ô 

 óThe world community has turned more 

conservative in recent years and it is very difficult 

to move forward in these areas. I believe the Nordic 

countries have a great deal of responsibility here. 

The rates of maternal death remain high in many 

places, and this is because the issue has been 

neglected, often intentionally,ô says Regnér, who 

prior to becoming minister served as UN 

Women country representative in Bolivia. 
Regnér has already met with the other Nordic 

gender equality ministers.  
 

She feels that the countries have many interesting 

experiences regarding the role of men in the gender 

equality work and would like to see a stronger 

focus in this area.  
 

 
 

 

 

Several inquiries concerning for example domestic 

violence, gender equality policy and gender equality 

indicators are underway or have just been completed.  

 

Regnér says that the outcome of the inquiries will help 

inform the governmentôs updated gender equality 

policy. óIôm looking forward to reading the reports. 

The Swedish gender equality objectives are almost 10 

years old, and the new information will give us a good 

idea of how we should move forward.ô 
 

The gender mainstreaming continues 
  

    óThe government statement provides that the gender 

mainstreaming will continue and be further intensified.ô 

says Regnér. 
 

She says that the good experiences that have been 

gathered must be linked to tools and to the ambition to 

be a feminist government. But she is not ready to share 

the specifics of this work quite yet. 
 

 

     

óBut there must be a difference 

between a feminist government 

and another government. We 

have to be able to measure that 

we indeed make conscious 

decisions to promote equality 

between women and men.ô     
 

 

 

Åsa Charlotte Regnér, Swedish 

Minister of Gender Equality. 

Photo: Colourbox 

 

 

Measuring gender equality objectives 
 

   So what changes can be expected in Swedish 

gender equality policy? Regnér wants to review and 

update the countryôs gender equality objectives, 

though it can take some time before it is done. 

 

Swedish men feeding their children like their wives 

usually do. Photo: www.visitsweden.org 

óMy ambition is 

clear: I want it to be 

long term and not ad 

hoc, and I want it to 

lead to increased 

gender equality in a 

number of areas. Itôs 

going to take a lot of 

effort, so we must 

figure out a good 

format for the work.ô 

concluded Regnér. 

 

Note of the Editor:  weôre constantly challenged to act on behalf of millions of women who are right now 

defenseless in criminal hands. Traded as goods, wildly sterilized, physically and psychically exploited, 

tortured and murdered worldwide, they need urgent protection. ARCÅPEACE Board member Luz María 

Sánchez Hurtado, from Lima, Perú, is our Gender Affairs Officer. She is currently defending womenôs 

rights. Anyone needing help please feel free to contact her: luz.maria.sanchez@arcpeace.org 
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Source: óNew Minister Wants to Make Sweden a Model for 

Gender Equalityô Swedish Secretariat for Gender Research / 

Gothenburg University. More at: http://www.genus.se/english/ 

 

 



 

ARCÅPEACE Tunisia is already at work 
The new chapter is beginning to receive support including valuable cooperation from members of ASF Tunisia. 

This is a hypothetical interview with our colleague Leila Ayoub prepared on a good number of exchanged emails.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Leila Ayoub and Hind Kaoroui warming up while planning 

joint activities with Belhassen Daaji, Chair of ASF Tunisia, 

on the right picture. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Above:  Interior of Dar el Bey Palace a classic sample of 

Muslim architecture in Tunis. 

Far left: This is just one within a great variety of 

beautiful blue portals. Many look like ójust paintedô. 

Left: Blue combined with white is most popular in 

brilliant Tunisian Architecture. Photo: Avantgarditis.  

Front page photo: Tunis Zitouna Great Mosque. 
 

Research &  edition:  Oscar Margenet Nadal. 
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NL:  We recall you were a bit worried about the 

whole process of creating this group. How do you 

feel now, Leila? 

Leila Ayoub: Now that a formal presentation to the 

authorities has been made with the full support from 

ARCÅPEACE Int. I feel much more confident. 
 

NL:  What is the next step regarding permission to 

legally function as an NGO? 

LA:  We have quite recently completed our 

application to the General Secretary of the 

government. Once our application is approved we 

will proceed to the opening of a bank account and 

then will begin to look for sponsors. 

 

 

NL:  It sounds quite exciting. Do you envisage planning 

other general activities?  

LA:   Of course. We plan a half day guided tour to the 

famous Medina Circuit which is worth a visit, on the 

third day. 
  

NL:  That will be like the cherry on the dessert. Thanks 

for your valuable work, Leila. You deserve all success! 

NL: By mid 2014 you pointed at the fact that it was 

practically impossible for you to found the new group 

and organize the GA 2016 at Tunis. Whatôs your 

position now? 

LA:  At our first meeting with the Belhassen Daaji, 

Hind and I discussed the event to be held next year; 

we developed a plan with distribution of tasks. 
 

NL:  Could anticipate something about what was 

discussed at that meeting? 

LA:   Yes! Among other activities both NGO share in 

common spreading the culture of volunteering and 

community work for humanitarian causes.  
 

So we agreed on planning a three day event by the end 

of April 2016, including a one day international 

Symposium as a parallel attraction to the GA. The 

£cole Nationale dôArchitecture et Urbanisme (ENAU) 

of Carthage University offered us to host this event.  
 

The two GA are planned to be held on the second day; 

we are checking the possibility to hold them at the 

Sidi Dhrif Institute and the Galerie Slimaneya.  
 

We obviously expect our joint program is in due 

course approved by both ARCÅPECAE International 

and ASF Int. Boards. 

   
 



Social Responsibility attracts people of good will  
 

 

The Architecture and Cooperation Seminar (ARCADIA III), with a special emphasis on óTransversal Actionsô, held at the 

Madrid Superior Technical School of Architecture, Spain, was the right opportunity for this survey, on November 2014. 
                                                                                                   

                                                                                                       
 

                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                            

 

    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

61% 

4% 

35% 

7. Awareness about 
!w/ωt9!/9 

Some 

Much  

Nothing 

88% 

7% 
5% 

8. Information about  
!w/ωt9!/9  LōŜǊƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ 

Interested  

Uninterested  

Do not answer 

   Thanks to ARCADIA III organizers  115 samples 

were taken out of 200 people attending the event. Main 

limitations suffered were time factor and the fact that not 

all the participants attended the entire program. 

However, the sample percentage (56, 37%) confers the 

survey a high degree of representativeness.  
 

The method used consisted in a questionnaire based on 

the multiple-choice system covering eight areas. Due to 

lack of space only two of them are detailed below:  
 

1. Peopleôs profile: students (59%) almost doubled the 

number of professionals (30%). This student turnout 

might indicate a better disposition of young people to 

participate in the survey.  
 

2. Peopleôs occupation: Almost three out of ten (34%) 

were freelance professionals. University employees and 

unemployed tied on 23% each (one out of four surveyed 

people). Three percent (3%) of the professionals works 

in Public Administration, while 5% are private 

employees. Lastly, 12% represents employments out of 

the profession or jobless. 
 

3. Experience in community work: two out of three 

(69%) had some experience in cooperation; and 30% 

had no previous experience. 
 

4. Community involvement: three out of five surveyed 

(60%) were involved in some community participation.  

Two out of five people (40%) were still not socially 

involved in their communities. 
 

5.  State-professional relation quality: Four out of five 

surveyed people (79%) said not to see a good 

relationship between the State public officers and 

qualified professionals including architects, urban 

designers and planners. One out of four were employed 

by the State Universities or Public Administration; this 

should be the reason why the 5% of the surveyed people 

considered the State- professionals relationship as good. 
 

6. Membership in social organizations: only 3 of the 115 

surveyed people (2%) were not interested or did not 

answered whether they would like to participate in social 

actions, institutionally. This indicator (98%) shows that 

a significant sector of citizens has developed real 

consciousness on the need of filling the gaps left by the 

governmental bureaucratic institutions.   

   This part of the survey 

was held after briefing the 

surveyed people on 

ARCÅPEACE vision and 

mission.  
 

Due to this, those who 

said to have some 

knowledge about the 

NGO (61%) might have 

answered based only on 

that first information.  

 
 

However, since one out of three surveyed people (35%) 

had never heard about ARCÅPEACE we could conclude 

by saying that surveys like this are very useful tools 

when planning promotional activities. 
 

 

 

The fact that there are three associated Latin American 

NGO already, namely Arc Peace Peru, Cuba Solar and 

ARQ-PEACE Mexico, acted as an extra encouragement to 

attract other countries (including Spain) like: Honduras, 

Colombia, Brazil, Bolivia, and Latin Americans living in 

EU (Sweden, Denmark, France, Germany). Most of them 

wanted to receive information about the new NGO.  
 

Recent outcomes 
     
     After the Survey results were distributed six online 

meetings were held.  ARCÅPEACE Ibero America name 

(on formation) was adopted, a new Facebook page 

opened, a foundation document inspired on the 

ARCÅPEACE Charter is being signed and a bunch of 

students, academicians and professionals cooperate by 

writing articles and translating ARCÅPEACE NL issues.  
 

Oscar Margenet Nadal 

   Since Spanish is 

the second more 

spoken native 

language in the 

world most 

surveyed people 

manifested in 

favour of founding 

a platform in 

Spanish language 

under the umbrella 

of ARCÅPEACE.  
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Design, Analysis and Supervision: 

Ivana Margenet Cáceres, (left) B.A. 

Advertising and Public Relations 

(ESCO Granada, University of 

Wales), M.A. Marketing and Sales 

(University of Applied Sciences 

Münster, Germany), is currently a 

Consultant in Berlin (Germany). 

 

 

Translation:  

Manuel Moreno, (right) Honduran architect, 

studies a Master degree on Industrial Design 

(Valencia Polytechnic University, Spain) 

Conceptual Idea & Execution:  

Oscar Margenet Nadal, RIBA architect, is 

ARCÅPEACE cofounding member and 

current Vice-Secretary.  

 



AIA on Ethics: ña can oôwormsò  

ARCPEACE co-founder Tony Watkins, a New Zealand academician, recently commented a New York Times article 

on the American Institute of Architectsô lack of Ethics, as denounced by American colleague Raphael Sperry. 
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solitary confinement cells and death chambers.  
 

California architect Raphael Sperry, who led the initiative, 

wanted the AIA to follow the lead of the powerful 
American Medical Association, which specifically bans 

doctors from participating in execution or torture.ò Prof. 

Watkins continues briefing us: 
 

 ñThe AIA  rejected Sperry's petition. Its former 

president, Helene Combs Dreiling, told The New York 

Times that the censuring the designers of torture cells 

and death chambers are ójust not something we want to 

determine as a collective.ô  

óLeave it up to individual conscienceô, suggested Ms. 

Dreiling: óMembers with deeply held embedded beliefs 

will avoid designing those building types and leave it to 

their colleagues.ô 
 

So what about the AIA 's code of ethics and professional 

conduct, which states: 
 

   óIf we begin to stipulate what types of projects our 

members can and cannot do, it opens up a can of 

worms.ô  
Mr. Sperry isn't buying this argument. óIs there nothing 

so odious that the AIA wouldn't step in? What about 

concentration camps? The AIA is basically saying 

business is more important than human rights. Yes, 

this is a tough profession. But you don't gain respect by 

hunkering down in a position of fear. You just dig 

yourself deeper into a hole.ô he said. 
 

 

 

Note of the Editor: The phrase ñto open a can of wormsò means to attempt to solve one problem or to do something 

that creates greater problems than the ones existing in the first place. (Read the complete New York Times article here) 
 

 

Above: A death-row jail cell in Huntsville, Texas. The design 

of  such quarters has raised questions.  
 

Right: A gurney in a prison death chamber in Huntsville, 

Texas. Photo credits: Reuters and Pat Sullivan/Associated 

Press, respectively.  

 

ñThose pesky questions about 
architectural ethics and morality 

just won't go away. A year after the 
RIBA tied itself in knots over the 

issue of Israeli building in the 

"occupied territories" (that is, 
should Israel be booted out of the 

UIA for its "settlement" practice?), 
the American Institute of Architects 

(AI member-generated petition to 

censure architects who design 
solitary confinement cells and 

death chambers. California 

architect Raphael Sperry, who led 
the initiative, wanted the AIA to 

follow the lead of the powerful 
American Medical Association, 

which specifically bans doctors 

from participating in execution or 
torture.ò Prof. Watkins continues 

briefing us: 

A) has been confronted with a 

     

             óMembers should uphold 

human rights in all their 

professional endeavorsô?  
 

Ms. Dreiling said about it:  óThe 
code has to do with the way 
architects practice, treat each 

other and perform in the eyes of 

our clients. It isn't about what 
architects buildô  
 

She then added: 

 

 

A R C ǒ P E A C E       N e w s l e t t e r     N o.  4 4    March   2 0 1 5 Page 6 

    As for Ms Dreiling, she notes 

that ómany, if not most, architects 

enter this profession because it is 

a calling.  
 

They believe they can make the 

world a better place...ô  
 

Helene Combs Dreiling 

Given that sentiment, asks the New York Times writer, 

óis it really too much to ask that the organization 

representing architects take a stand against project 

whose sole purpose is to do the reverse?ô 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/17/arts/design/prison-architecture-and-the-question-of-ethics.html?_r=4


(From front page: óHi, Iôm an Architectural studentô) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cochabamba: a depressed urban context case-study 

By Prof. Jaime Alzérreca Pérez, tutor and researcher at San Simón Mayor University,  
 

 

 

 

Prof. Jaime Alzérreca Pérez 

(Left) 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

    I saw the building as denouncing the abyss between 

theory and practice as taught at the institution.  
 

With a few congenial schoolmates we discussed urban 

and architectural issues with no euphemisms. I became 

part of an independent group that tried to understand 

and solve common practical problems.  
 

We hold the same conviction: the academic tuition  

needed focusing on ethical formation, not only on 
information.  In fact formation, teaching and research 

are the three standings of Sao Paulo University.  
 

I understand that the process of estrangement between 

theory and practice is linked to educational politics and 

programs. Public universities are tied to the plans of 

governments that replace one to the other in office. 

With current globalization national governments have 

to subscribe international requisites too.  

 

    In  brief, international  scientific, industrial,  

economic and financial powers continuously dictate 

what has to be studied and where.  
 

Somehow, high Education is imposed from 

international power centers. Activities linked to social 

issues rate little when it comes to evaluate and qualify 

students. The fact that educational institutions 

consider social cooperation as a worthless issue is 
quite preoccupying. Thus schools of architecture lose 

transformation potential and functions as models of 

segregation copycats. 
 

Foreseeing the negative implications of this process on 

the students is quite hard. By contrast I may say that 

many decisions made and actions taken by the students 

have positively impacted on my perception of 

Architecture. I know that I am a future socially 

responsible architect since I now act in a student group 

that share that spirit . 
 

My question now is: what can I do to act as a 

successful architectural student and a socially 

responsible being, simultaneously? I hope I shall find 

the right answer by joining other people who already 

has the experience and will  to upgrade the social 

meaning of Architecture.  

This is why I  want to participate in ARC PEACE. 
 

 
 
 

Translated by Oscar Margenet Nadal 
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     Urban form relates to the 

landscape, to models and 

conditions of socioeconomic 

organization, and to the 

lifestyles of the inhabitants.  
 

    Thus, a greater understanding of the urban structure and 

a better assessment of its overall functioning are achieved 

before deciding any intervention.  On top, it also helps 

correcting current problems and imbalances and prevents 

that current weaknesses become strengths.  
 

The region has two topographies: hilly and flat. Flat areas 

are diminishing agricultural capacity by the subjugation of 

informal settlements; however milk production still holds 

some prominence thanks to the dairy products of the 

nearby industrial Milk Plant.      (Conclusion on page 8) 

                                                          

  

 

View of Bolivian city of Cochabamba, the authorôs workplace 
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     Shape becomes the significant element enclosing a 

heavy load of symbolism in relation to the intentions of 

the builders of the city and its social context. 
 

The urban formal context and the analysis variables were 

part of a methodology supported on bibliography and 

strong theoretical fundaments before it was applied in 

Cochabambaôs southern districts numbered 8 and 9.  
 

The study analyzes the form constitution, the way it was 

composed, and the logic of its fabric organization, in 

order to explain how the study context is what it is. It 
combines a description of growth with its corresponding 

spatial reflection.  
 

 


